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Djibouti 


Government Denies Army Chief Under House Arrest 
AB3105140788 Paris AFP in English 1356 GMT 
31 May 88 


[Text] Djibouti, May 31 (AFP) — The government 
denied on Tuesday [31 May] that Army Chief of Staff Ali 
Mehdal Wais was under house arrest after being linked 
to a plot against President Hassan Gouled Aptidon. An 
official source here said there was no basis to the report 
and that General Wais was still at his post. Rumours 
about disagreements between the two have been circu- 
lating since mid-April, but have nothing to do with any 
plot, the source said. 


The arrest had been reported Monday by the Paris-based 
INDIAN OCEAN NEWSLETTER, which said there was a 
bitter struggle for the succession to Mr Gouled under way. 
The magazine said General Wais, named to his post at 
independence in 1977, was apparently increasingly upset 
that Mr Gouled’s Mamassan clan was establishing a monop- 
oly on power. The general, like the president, a member of 
the Issa tribe, is from the Dalol Waladon clan. 


Speculation about the house arrest surfaced under in 
April when Gen Wais accompanied Defence Minister 
Hussein Markati Siraj at the start of a week’s inspection 
tour of the Armed Forces. He then vanished from sight, 
and Defence Staff Chief Colonel Fathi Ahmed replaced 
him alongside the minister. 


Informed sources said Gen Wais had simply gone away for 
a two-week vacation already cleared with the minister. 


On May 16 they were seen together at the presidential 
palace for the celebrations marking the end of Ramadan, 
the Muslim month of fasting. 


Ethiopia 
Mengistu News Conference on Local, World Issues 


Part I 
EA0206205088 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1727 GMT 31 May 88 


[Part I” of report on press conference by Ethiopian Presi- 
dent Mengistu Haile Mariam in Addis Ababa on 31 May] 


[Text] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary gen- 
eral of the WPE Central Committee, PDRE president 
and commander in chief of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces, this afternoon held a press conference for local 
and foreign journalists from all over the world who were 
here to cover the OAU silver jubilee celebrations and the 
24th OAU heads of state summit. The journalists ques- 
tioned Comrade President Mengisiu Haile Mariam 
about our country’s political, economic and social issues 
as well as the African and international situations. 
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The correspondent of the GDR news agency, ADN, 
asked the first question: 


[Begin ADN correspondent recording in English, fading intu 
Amharic translation] Comrade President, the 24th summit 
of the heads of state and government of the OAU was a 
development of the pan-African movement which reflected 
Ethiopia's contribution to the movement. What steps will 
your country take in the future to contribute to the success 
of the ongoing joint effort for peaceful coexistence in the 
Horn of Africa in particular and peace on the African 
Continent in general? [end recording] 


This was Comrade Mengistu’s answer to the question, 
dealing in particular with Ethiopia’s neighbors: 


[Begin Mengistu recording] The just-ended OAU sum- 
mit and the silver jubilee celebration were a success and 
a significant victory for Africans, including Ethiopia. 


I was asked about how I see the Horn of Africa. What is 
meant by the Horn of Africa is the geographical area of 
Ethiopia, Somalia and Djibouti. Many statements and 
opinions have been given in various forms about the 
Horn of Africa, sometimes in a distorted form far 
removed from the situation, sometimes [words indis- 
tinct], and sometimes in general. However, if it can be 
said that there is an African problem, I think it is the 
problem between us and Somalia. There is a problem. 


We believe that the disagreement or problem between 
Ethiopia and Somalia, that of border demarcation, is a 
colonial legacy. This was deliberate. It is [word indistinct] 
colonial design. We say that it is a time bomb which was 
planted and left behind so that Africans would massacre 
each other for ever. But Africans must recognize this con- 
spiracy and crime, and they have recognized it. 


We very much admire the section of our [OAU] charter 
which says that in order to thwart this conspiracy, which 
was planned to create conflict among us and to make us 
a continent of turmoil, every African country should 
accept its borders at the time of independence. This was 
accepted by all but a very few countries in the hope that 
it would solve this whole problem. 


This was indeed a far-sighted and correct decision. If this 
had not been, then the kind of life and continent which 
would have come about in the efforts made by all to draw 
their own maps would be unimaginable. 


I think that most of you know about Ethiopia's ancient 
history. If we look at its historical condition, civilization, 
administrative boundaries, etcetera, we will see that it 
was perhaps one of the African countries most victim- 
ized and impoverished by the colonial scalpel. However, 
it abides by the OAU Charter for the sake of African 
unity, peace, and the well-being of mankind, without 
(?any desire for individual conflict). 
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In this regard, our unlucky neighbor, the Republic of 
Somalia, was [word indistinct]. It was not present and in 
truth (?was) reserved [preceding word in English] about 
the stipulation in the charter. Moreover, wars and skir- 
mishes, resulting in heavy human and material losses, 
have occured at various times between the two peoples. 
Neither side benefited from these actions. (?We both 
lost). Maybe there are those [word indistinct] who ben- 
efited and felt happy over our war, but there were no 
victors or losers. Both of us are on our [word indistinct]. 


We think that the leadership and people of Somalia and 
Ethiopia have learned and experienced some (?positive) 
lessons. Yes, by observing the existing border and utiliz- 
ing all the opportunities, natural, historic, or otherwise, 
which occur, we would benefit a great deal if we pro- 
moted peace, goodneighborliness, and development in 
the interests of the people. It is with genuine joy that I 
say that we are currently [word indistinct] the longstand- 
ing desires and goals of the people, because the time, 
place, and developments are right and because of the 
good will shown by the two sides. I hope that this will be 
satisfactory and lasting. 


[Mengistu continues] As for our other neighbor, Dji- 
bouti, it is with an absolute feeling of friendship and 
fraternity that the two countries (?coexist). Once we have 
resolved the existing obstacles among the three nations 
[preceding word in English] we will not confine ourselves 
to this but hope to take advantage of the resulting peace 
to create a united humanitarian front in this part of 
Africa. This is all about the Horn of Africa. Nothing else 
should be interpreted or concluded. [end recording] 


A question from a VOA correspondent was also related 
to this. 


[Begin recording] [VOA correspondent in English] Could 
you comment just a little bit further, Mr President, on your 
country’s relations with Somalia and on your discussions 
with President Siad Barre recently and also the reestablish- 
ment of diplomatic ties between your country and Tunisia? 


{Mengistu] | have dealt widely with the Ethiopia and 
Somalia issue, and I think this question focuses on what 
kind of discussion was held and what has been imple- 
mented. It is about 3 years since the peace initiative was 
taken and discussion started. The initiative was taken by 
Ethiopia and good will toward dialogue was the 
response. Covert and overt contacts were undertaken at 
various levels. The decisive one was my meeting with 
Presidez.: Siad Barre at the Intergovernmental Authority 
on Drought and Development meeting in the Djibouti 
Republic. At that meeting agreement was reached to set 
up a ministerial committee led by the foreign ministries 
to examine the long-standing differences and problems 
between the peoples and governments of Ethiopia and 
Somalia, to identify their cause, and to present construc- 
tive and satisfactory proposal s for a solution. 
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Their first task was to prepare an agenda. At this point a 
problem arose about priorities and procedure. it took 2 
years of discussion. Ethiopia’s agenda was only one item. 
Since the cause of all our problems was the border issue, it 
was believed that if this could be solved, all the problems 
between the two countries would be solved. All others are 
caused by it and are not problems in themselves. 


Our Somali brothers took a different view. They thought 
that simple issues should be dealt with first to create 
trust between the two couniries, and that we should then 
proceed to the border problem, without trying to deal 
with everything at once. At the second Djibouti meeting 
we agreed to Somalia’s proposal on priorities. However, 
the priorities would be as they wanted, with the border 
issue part of the agenda. Thus we solved the problem. 


Later, our ministers were able to move from this point 
and reached the following stage: 1) to restrain from 
negative acts and propaganda; 2) to create a situation 
that would defuse the tension along the common border 
by withdrawing the confronting armies of the two coun- 
tries to 10-1 5km inside their respective territories; 3) to 
free or exchange POWS captured in past wars and 
conflicts; 4) to restore diplomatic relations; 5) to exam- 
ine the border dispute between the two countries. 


To answer your questions: 90 percent of this has been done. 
Our forces have defused the tension. Programme against 
each other has stopped. In order to resume diplomatic 
relatons the wo countries have nominated their representa- 
tives, and they will soon take up their duties in the two 
capitals. The exchange of POWS is in process, and will be 
finalized in the next few weeks. And the next ministerial 
meeting [preceding word in English — FBIS] will be held tn 
Addis Ababa to discuss the final agenda. 


This is under our Chapter I plan. Chapter II will be 
charted out in the next meeting. It will set out what to do 
after achieving peace, how to use the peace and our 
natural assets for the improvement of goodneighborli- 
ness, the mutual benefit of the two peoples, and cooper- 
ation toward improving people's lives. Nature and his- 
tory have created a very favorable situation between 
Ethiopia and Somalia. Instead of fighting and destroying 
one another, we can help the other. We can exploit the 
manpower, financial and material resources that we are 
wasting simply because of lack of trust. 


Dear journalists, | would like to take this opportunity to 
express our dismay at the views of the media [preceding 
word in English] of some countries concerning our attempts 
to initiate positive examples to solve the longlasting and 
chronic [preceding word in English] problem without inter- 
ference or pressure from anyone. As we all know, the Horn 
of Africa problem cannot be compared with the South 
African problem. The Horn of Africa problem cannot be 
compared with the problem of Angoia. The Horn of Africa 
problem cannot be compared with the Central America 
problem. The Horn of Africa problem cannot be compared 
with the Persian Gulf problem. 
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President Siad Barre ami I should be praised and 
thanked for tackling the issue which newspaper editori- 
als and leaders of great countries have been harping on as 
the problem of the Horn of Africa, the regional conflict 
[preceding two words in English] of the Horn of Africa. 


It is said that Ethiopia took this step, not because it 
wanted sincere and lasting solutions genuinely prepared, 
but because, owing to the military problem that has 
arisen in the last months in northern Ethiopia, it wanted 
to be able to transfer its military forces from the east to 
the north. Or that our discussions did not take years of 
preparation, and everything was decided within | week. 
As for Somalia, it was said to be prompted by its drought 
problems, internal [preceding word in English] political 
problems, and a major economic crisis, and not by the 
desire for peace with Ethiopia. It is very saddening, truly 
speaking. (?what must we do for people to say that it is 
fair?). The best thing is that the Ethiopian and Somali 
people are conscious [preceding word in English] about 
this matter [words indistinct]. 


Another question about the situation in Ethiopia from 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS was as follows: The Ethio- 
pian Government and the terrorists are at war at present, 
and a state of war exists. What are your views about the 
war in the northern part? Here is the answer: 


[Begin Mengistu recording] The question of the terrorists 
in the northern part as it affects the implementation of 
the objectives and policies of this government is a bit 
saddening. I will elaborate on this as follows. To answer 
the question directly it is most of all, it is those terrorists 
who are the cause of every problem, be it natural or 
man-made. [sentence as heard] They have been playing a 
destructive role over the last 25 to 30 years. Basically, 
they are not the creation of this party or this government. 
They are an inherited problem. 


This revolution, this government, and this party stood to 
solve the problem in a just and democratic way and 
create peace and a stable life for our much suffering 
people in the north once and for all. It is necessary to 
explain in detail the cause of the (?problem). It is clear to 
you all that Ethiopia has one of the oldest civilizations 
and cultures not only in Africa but in the World. The 
history of our country’s struggle for freedom, culture, 
civilizations, and history, Ethiopia's history, culture, 
civilization and government, originated in the northern 
part of our country, which the terrorists are now trying to 
take over. The (?totality) of Ethiopia is the, originates in 
that situation, otherwise the basis is that. [sentence as 
heard] Since the area is situated along the Red Sea coast, 
on the margin of the Indian Ocean, which connects 
Europe, Asia, and Africa, all expansionists and colonial- 
ists seeking to colonize, exploit, or loot the wealth of 
Ethiopia in particular and Africa in general have moved 
into the northern part of our country because of its 
geographical situation. 
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In general, all the stories of struggle, of freedom, of 
heroes recorded in Ethiopian history come from that 
area. Struggles waged outide the area have been very 
limited. The struggle has beer waged by the part of our 
society, but by every Ethiopian nationality. [sentence as 
heard] The concerted efforts of all have given us inde- 
pendence in the black world. 


Owing to the pressures of colonialism and [words indis- 
tinct] the northern part of our country was (?snatched) 
and the rest of our country was briefly colonized, partic- 
ularly by the fascists. This was (?followed by several 
incidents). Most of all, the country’s higher structures 
and the government together with other functionaries 
were the main targets [preceding word in English] of the 
enemy: The whole system had to be pushed from the 
northern area to the southern area because of a situation 
in which it was difficult to preserve the country’s exist- 
ence and resistance [words indistinct]. 


This pressure was not only from the fascists but from all 
parts of Europe. The British tried, the Portuguese tried, 
the French tried, the Turks, Egyptians, the Arabs around 
the area collectively, as a whole — we have fought all 
these. Take the fascists: in the 5 years during which the 
fascists came and tried to penetrate deep into Ethiopia 
the Ethiopian people by the sacrifice of its heroes fought 
back. The fascists arrived and were finally driven off in 
the same part of the region, Eritrea. I think it is necessary 
to relate the situation created by the comings and goings 
of colonialism with the (?present situation in) northern 
Ethiopia. Because they arrogantly refused to leave Ethi- 
opia [words indistinct] for some time, the struggle con- 
tinued. They were out of the rest of Ethiopia but 
remained in the northern part and strengthened their 
resistance in collaboration with other Western countries. 


Because of this [words indistinct] the struggle, both 
politican and armed, to drive them out continued. In a 
bid to maintain their occupation they have tried hard to 
create another Ethiopia. First of all, the name Eritrea, 
which was not known in our history and language, was 
created by them. In an attempt to recapture not only 
Eritrea but the whole of Ethiopia they went as far as 
demarcating our coastal strip, which is not even in the 
north, in order to suffocate us and incapacitate our 
resistance to their colonailist objectives. 


This is greatly to blame for the backward and destitute 
situation Ethiopia finds itself in today. It has exhausted 
our resources and curtailed our freedom and economic 
development. It is this situation which has forced us 
back into agricultural dependence and disrupted our 
relations with the rest of the world community. It has 
interrupted our industrial development and trade and 
limited handicraft and cottage [preceding three words 
in English] industry. 


Some 30-40 years ago the west, Sudan, was under British 
colonailism; Kenya, again [preceding word in English], 
was a British colony; Djibouti was colonized by the 
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French; Somalia by Italy and Britain. We have lived 
isolated [preceding word in English] from the world. 
Nevertheless, our struggle has not ceased. When we 
wanted to kick out fascist Italy, the British Ernpire took 
its place. The British Empire wanted to remain there 
because of its interest in (?gaining military supremacy) in 
the area, after realizing the advantages of the Red Sea at 
that time. This was in the name of cooperation and 
assistance. They tried to divide society in order to 
introduce a different kind of political situation. 


in this small area of our country, Eritrea, there are eight 
nationalities. They have developed in different ways and 
their respective population totals differ. There are highland- 
ers and lowlanders. Climate conditions vary. The lowlan- 
ders and nomads and followers of the Islamic faith. The 
highlanders are farmers and most of them are Christians. 


British colonialism made a great effort to exploit this 
situation by dividing the people along the lines of national- 
ity, geography, and spiritual beliefs. Their intension was to 
stay longer in the area. This caused a great deal of blood- 
shed. But there was no way Britain could continue its tenure 
of the area. What they wanted was different political parties 
based on geographical, ethnic and religious differences 
which they themselves helped to create. The purpose of all 
these efforts was to prevent a strong and integrated Ethiopia 
from emerging. The aim was to annex these areas from 
Ethiopia. The people fought, [words indistinct] their rally- 
ing cry was: Ethiopia or Death! The party was called the 
Unionist Party [preceding two words in English]. More than 
80 percent voted for it. 


Brothers, I am giving you historical information which is 
recorded at the United Nations. It is not my own 
invention. Finally, when it was not possible to realize 
their objectives, they managed to convince the world 
that the only solution to the problem was international 
intervention because the situation in the area was of 
international concern. This was imposed upon the (? 
Ethiopian) people, because at that time British imperi- 
alism was preparing a military [word indistinct] for U.S. 
imperialism. For this reason federation was imposed 
upon us undemocratically, without the people’s consent, 
on behalf of various parties. This has caused a lot of 
bloodshed because this was a (? right) given to a 20 
percent minority and secessionists. 


Nevertheless, this had to be accepted at the time because 
it was dictated by others. I say this because at that time 
our people in Eritrea had determined their destiny for 
themselves. Eighty percent decided their will and their 
identity. This is a recorded fact, [word indistinct] out of 
the will of the people. 


Since it was necessary at the time to drive colonialism 
out of the area, the Federal Assembly decided that the 
original federation was undemocratic. The Federal 
Assembly had 68 members. It decided to abolish che 
federation, in favour of unity, by 64 votes to 4. This did 
not come about by chance. They exercised their rights 
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constitutionally. The people of Eritrea again decided 
their own destiny. That is when the minority secession- 
ist groups launched their very cheap, weak and limited 
slogans and began publicizing their causes and boasting 
their abilities. 


But how was this threat to peace and the country’s 
existence [word indistinct] created? How did those few 
bandits manage to take advantage of the situation and 
confuse a very large section of the international commu- 
nity? I think their first method, which most Westerners 
are unaware of, was to oppose the idea of mortgaging our 
land to U.S. imperialism as they opposed a military base 
and sacrificing our freedom and interests, the then 
monarchy’s reiations with the United States and fought 
the regime. They managed to make use of most of the 
progressive and socialist countries through playing this 
type of card. They were armed to the teeth. The others, 
who claim to be lcowlanders and followers of the Islamic 
faith, managed to convince the Arab world that Muslims 
are oppressed and attacked in this country and that they 
are fighting for the liberation of Muslims. They solicited 
a large amount of petrodoliars. Not only this, but they 
took advantage of the strong antagonism between Arabs 
and Jews by branding the then regime as an ally of the 
Jews. They used this as a tool to secure more aid. 


There are also other groups interested in our country. There 
are our neighbors who have always longed for highland 
Ethiopia with its cool climate. Instead of respectfully shar- 
ing the Nile River and Lake Tana, there have been struggles 
to control the source itself. So if there was a way of 
weakening Ethiopia from within they found it appropriate 
to make use of it. There is also [words indistinct] is believed 
to be Arab culture in some Arab quarters. 


[words indistinct], distinguished journalists, it was not 
only economic issues or ideology. While we Ethiopians 
are very willing to cooperate and peacefully coexist with 
anyone, we have never accepted orders, superiority, or 
cultural domination. These groups with expansionist 
desires have been able to dominate and weaken Africa in 
all areas. And simply because in this area we resisted, our 
destruction and downfall are desired. This is one reason 
why they use mercenaries to fight against us. 


If these people are a genuine liberation movement, if 
they really support the people's cause, they cannot be 
capitalist at one moment and socialist at another. They 
cannot represen! different religions at different times. 
They would not have collaborated with Ethiopia's 
enemies and fought against the independence and sov- 
ereignty for which their fathers sacrificed themselves, if 
they were genuine nationalists. That is why I say they 
promote [words indistinct]. And how has this revolu- 
tion harmed them? 


In fact, it can be said that the aim of this revolution was 
to solve the problems in the northern part of our country. 
Regardiess of whether their claims are correct or not, 
they seek support from whoever will listen to them and 
hurt our country directly or indirectly. 
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The steps we took were popular and democratic. First of 
all, it is clear that priority, inferiority, disrespect, or 
domination among nationalities in one country arise out 
of the economic situation. When we demanded land for 
the tiller, it was not [words indistinct] but to free 
everyone from domination and oppression. We made 
everyone equal. We completely eradicated the other 
barriers based on sex, language, religion, and tribe. No 
one dominates the other. Domination does not exist and 
nobody wants it. The government was accused of estab- 
lishing a U.S. military base and selling out to U.S. 
imperialism. But we ordered the Americans to leave. 


In order to solve the problem, and because it was also 
[words indistinct] and to clearly explain our [words indis- 
tinct], by Arabs that we collaborate with Jews. In fact, the 
Palestinians’ legitimate [Preceding word in English] move- 
ment has properly supported our revolution. It is this 
revolution which prosecuted and exposed people who were 
notorious for promoting nationalities, exploiting religious 
differences, misusing power, and exploiting and oppressing 
society. There was no discrimination. And this applies to 
Eritrea and other regions as well. 


When we got rid of the feudal system and began to 
establish the popular one — because we shared in their 
accusation and complained that ii was the backward 
feudal system which was the cause of all the problems — 
we repeatedly called on them to join this national and 
popular construction. But the response was that those 
same groups, which claim to be progressive liberation 
movements, used the opportunity and the situation to 
collaborate with those self-same aristrocrats of whom 
they used to say, we oppose them, they are feudalists, 
racists and oppressors, and to fight against us. Together 
with invaders from outside as well. 


What I would like to say is that first of all these people 
are not [words indistinct] multinationalities in Eritrea. 
They claim to represent the people but [words indis- 
tinct}. Basically the quarter from which they receive 
moral, technical and material support is not a friend of 
the people. They are being supported by anti-Ethiopia 
and [words indistinct]. They are responsible for all the 
problems and suf*ering and destruction of that society. 
Because of their armed terror very inany have left their 
place of birth and are in other parts of Ethiopia. Those 
who were unlucky are living in foreign countries. 


Because there is no peace, leading a normal life has 
become impossible, and the peopie’s living standard has 
drastically declined. As you know, the natural situation 
in the region is very bad and out of control. The majority 
are farmers but their efforts are in vain. 


Because there is no peace, efforts to [word indistinct] the 
area and settle others in areas elsewhere, fur a lasting 
solution, were frustrated and caused famine and death 
among the people. Relief aid is necessary to save the lives 
of those dying daily, if a permanent solution cannot be 
found. But they burn food to prevent us. These are 


EAST AFRICA 


people who not only frustrate the country’s efforts but 
destroy the nourishing grain and vehicles sent by the 
international community [words indistinct]. 


The drought from which millions are suffering is consid- 
ered a benefit. First, to use as a reason to appeal to the 
international community for aid, claiming that there are 
drought victims whom they help in areas not controlled 
by the government. They also force the victims to beg for 
food for their fighters. Therefore, many have knowingly 
or unknowingly become continuous suppliers to the 
terrorist army. The other thing is that in this situation 
they [words indistinct] to make themselves popular. 
Since the famine and drought situation attracts the 
attention of the international community, they use it as 
an instrument for propaganda gains. It is also a source of 
manpower. They lure to foreign countries people who are 
helpless and confused by the drought and problems with 
the promise of food and force them to become soldiers. 
In all aspects their movement was at a very low level. But 
the remaining Ethiopian people and government were 
concerned with the drought aid. This was to their advan- 
tage and advanced them. They have benefited from the 
drought in manpower, supplies, and fighting. This is the 
situation and the truth. 


My sister asked me why we are claiming victory as well 
as the bandits. Yes, in fact as long as the terrorists and 
[word indistinct] receive endless support, in what condi- 
tions can terrorism end? As I have said, this is not 
something new. They have been promoting it for the last 
25 years. It is to say [words indistinct] revolutionaries, 
and later we in the leadership of the people’s and popular 
government and workers’ party in line with the consti- 
tuion and the will of the people. [Words indistinct] to 
compare it with bandits and terrorists. 


Whether you believe it or not, I say thai we revolution- 
aries live for the people and not for ourselves. Anybody 
with a genuine outlook can [words indistinct]. We do not 
have any interest besides this. Our political belief and 
[word indistinct] stand are very far from what many of 
you think. Instead of me saying it, if you have time, you 
can walk around and talk to the people and find out in 
practice. Ask anybody on the street, or a peasant, how it 
was and what the situation is today. Ask them if it was 
against their will. Ask them for whom we live and for 
whorn we shed our blood. In this regard I speak with 
confidence. What is saddening is that it has not been 
easy to fulfill our wish for our country and people 
because nature was against us and destructive groups 
were also struggling against us. 


However nothing stopped our people from deciding their 
own destiny and the process of the revolution. As you 
know during this year of the Ethiopian calendar, Ethio- 
pia for the first time achieved peop.c’s democratic power 
constitutionally. The Constitution governing us was 
drafted by the people, developed and enriched through 
discussion by our people inside and outside the country 
and again approved through a referendum. How many 
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countries, governments, and parties have given such 
freedom to and a forum for the people? Eighty-one 
percent of the Ethiopian people voted for the constitu- 
tion. Eighty-seven percent of the people in the Eritrea 
region supported it. We believe that this Constitution 
and the laws deriving from it are a radical political step 
which brings about favorable conditions for Ethiopia’s 
unity, peace, and equality among different communities. 


Without saying too much, the Constitution of the feudal 
monarchy in Ethiopia 14 years ago, which was supported 
by the majority of the Western world and which sub- 
jected us to all these problems and suffering, shamelessly 
declared that the king of kings was elected by God. By 
this [words indistinct]. Lastly, the Ethiopian people 
decided their own destiny. Regionally also the Eritrean 
people [words indistinct] for the third time who they are. 
We are guide¢ by the will and constitution of the people. 
It is not by anybody's [words indistinct]. 


We stand for the sovereignty and the interest of the 
people. We are elected by the masses. We never compro- 
mise On the interest and sovereignty of these people. This 
Constitution has enabled the people to realise high-level 
and broad democratic rights. Nobody's house or prop- 
erty can be searched without an order from the high 
court of the attorney generai. A person cannot be 
arrested unless caught red-handed. If jailed he must 
appear in court within 48 hours. It is a Constitution with 
such far-reaching content and articles. 


The objectives of our party and revolution was to struc- 
ture autonomous regions and administrative [word 
indistinct] in Eritrea and other parts of our country 
during this year. We were of the belief that it would be a 
time of peace and construction. You can understand 
what the high level of the referendum result in Eritrea 
means. [Words indistinct] peaceful solution. What is 
[word indistinct] Eritrea’s autonomy [words indistinct]. 
Of course, they will not have their own defense force 
because it is a unitary state. The autonomy will not be 
represented outside or at the United Nations. Except for 
this it [word indistinct] power of a government. They 
manage their own economy, culture, and social affairs. 
What makes it special and what cannot be given to 
autonomy except for [word indistinct] they have the 
right of making law in their tegion which the state 
council of the unitary government did not give to admin- 
istrative [word indistinct]. The federation constitution 
they received from the colonialists cannot be compared 
with this. It was not sovereign. It was not [word indis- 
tinct] government. 


Second, the resolutions passed by the emperor's repre- 
sentative. In addition it was very backward and reaction- 
ary. It did not give women the right to elect and be 
elected. [passage indistinct] Now since they have come 
up with the slogan of destroy and be destroyed, instead 
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of this democratic and popular constitution being imple- 
mented, they have disrupted the peace of the people, and 
democratic and people’s government cannot be imple- 
mented in an area where armed insurgency is going on. 
{End recording} 


Part Il 


[“Part II” of report on press conference by Ethiopian Presi- 
dent Mengistu Haile Mariam in Addis Ababa on 31 May] 
LD0206221988 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in 
Amharic i724 GMT 1 May 88 


[Text] It is to be recalled that Comrade President 
Mengistu Haile Mariam yesterday answered questions 
from local and international journalists. Yesterday 
evening we presented the first part of this press confer- 
ence. The comrade president gave detailed answers to 
the northern part of our country and the rapprochement 
between our country and Somalia. 


Today, in the second part, we start with a question from an 
AP correspondent on political detainees. In his answer the 
comrade president printed out that political detainees are 
few in our country and explained their position. 


[Begin Mengistu recording] Concerning political detain- 
ees in Ethiopia, by any standards and [words indistinct] 
they are in a better situation here than anywhere in the 
world. it is not as alleged, believe me. The last remaining 
ones were the royals who were released this week. There 
are a few others whose cases are under investigation by 
the attorney general in accordance with the law issued 
after the Constitution was approved and the national 
Shengo established. These are the political detainees that 
we have. These are under investigation, and the process 
will be completed, otherwise there are no political 
detainees. [end recording} 


Answering a question on resettlement, again from the AP 
correspondent, the comrade secretary general pointed 
out that great efforts are being made to take compatriots 
in areas of recurrent national calamity to fertile parts of 
our country and to enable them to be self-reliant, but 
that those who do not like these genuine efforts never 
consider the positive aspects of them. He explained that 
resettlement did not start in our country: 


{Begin Mengistu recording] To me it seems that the 
present world is a result of resettlement. I think that ours 
is One practical example, as are Australia and others. 
People have been moving from place to place at different 
time for different reasons. Not just from one province te 
another within a country they know, as in Ethiopia, but 
there have also been several groups which have moved 
from one continent to settle in another and have now 
established themselves as [word indistinct]. It is some- 
thing which comes with social development, and we have 
had it in the past, and in the future it will take place 
according io necessity. Why should it be considered 
special in the case of Ethiopia? [end recording] 
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The comrade president pointed out out that the 
drought in the northern region of our country had 
necessitated resettlement as a solution to the problem. 
He saidt that the drough* which had caused the death of 
many of our compatriots before the revolution had 
been kept secret by the overthrown regime, but the 
revolution had publicized famine from the very begin- 
ning and explained the measure taken: 


[Begin Mengistu recording] Our drought has become 
widely known to the world today only because we 
ourselves have disclosed it, because this government and 
revolution have disclosed it. This problem has always 
existed in Ethiopia. It has been well documented that it 
recurs at intervals of 10 or 20 years in the northern part 
of our country, although there is a difference in magni- 
tude. There are times when it has caused horrific 
destruction and difficulty. Many .istorians have prop- 
erly documented these. 


While we Ethiopians knew that there was very serious 
and continuous famine and death in this region during 
the preceding 10-15 years, it was kept secret from the rest 
of the world and it became the main reason for the 
eruption of the simmering, political contradictions and 
the suffering of the people in Ethiopia. We made it 
public to the whole world. No journalist was allowed into 
the area. When we Say this, it does not mean that certain 
groups did not know about the situation. Ethiopia is not 
completely isolated. There are diplomats, observers and 
other institutions. But they did not want their puppet 
governments to be exposed by this shame. 


In fact, the main reason why the majority of society 
joined the revolutionary movement in anger was the 
attempted concealment of the fact that our compatriots 
were suffering through famine. The revolution exposed 
this issue. What I am trying to say is that it is not 
something new, but it is we who made it new and 
disclosed it to the world. We disclosed the nature and 
magnitude of the problem. We made it known that 
unless international emergency aid was given, more 
people would die. In addition to the appeal, for the first 
time in Africa we set up an institituion for coordinating 
the implementation of emergency aid. We mobilized and 
coordinated local and external aid and were able to 
overcome the problem and save mauy lives. At that 
moment we issued the land decree. The main reason why 
we were forced to consider the land issue as the first 
point on our agenda was that all the Ethiopian farmers 
were landless and the land belonged to a few feudals. 


Moreover, the resettlement in fertile parts of the coun- 
try of farmers who could not produce because of 
adverse natural condiitions provided a significant solu- 
tion to the droughi proble. This is what we did. If you 
have time, you can tour three regions of our country 
where people who settled 10 to 12 years ago are living, 
namely the regions of Bale, Arsi and Welega in the 
north eastern part of our country. 
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It was done upon popular demand. The peopie in the 
northern part of Ethiopia, in particular, asked us: OK, the 
land decree is very good but we gain nothing from it. So will 
this revolution enable us to move to another part of Ethio- 
pia and to have land? This was asked by their delegates 
during the general meeting of the All-Ethiopia Peasant 
Association. We have therefore carried it out for 10 years 
upon popular demand. It was only after it was expanded 
because of the drought problem, the programme was inten- 
sified, and w< gave it national attention that the outside 
world started writing and talking about it. 


What was dernanded of this country in saving the lives of 
millions of ‘ts citizens as well as in cash, manpower. 
materials and coordination was not something sir.ple. In 
order to move millions of people from one part to 
ancther, selection and surveys were necessary. Suitabil- 
ity of climate and types of production as well as methods 
for agriculture, stock farming, forestry, and the likes had 
to be investigated. First of all roads had to be made. We 
had to supply clean water, medical facilities, schools for 
children, shelter, clothing, food, utensils, and social 
workers. The government had to prepare the land for 
those who were weak. 


We had to transport all these people by air. If we had not 
done this, these people would have faced death. But most 
of the time all these genuine and positive efforts are 
ignored. Only the negative side is emphasized. Can you 
tell me of any other country where su °: a settlement 
effort has been carried out in such a short time? Let us be 
truthful. In a country of private ownership would the 
land be available even if there was the desire and will on 
the part of the government? Where do you find people 
who will happily accept it if you impose millions of 
people on them? As we know, this was tried before the 
revolution and it failed. Thousands of people who came 
to Addis Ababa on foot from Welo and Tigray region 
were rounded up by the police and returned. ‘his is a 
horrible part of our history that I am telling you about. 


The land belonged to the royal family, but they were not 
using it. But nobody can just take it or claim rights to it. 
We had to pay, where necessary. Since they had made the 
natioralities hostile toward one other, you could not 
expect the response to be positive if people were m de to 
settle with each other. In fact, it was the land decree 
which made those efforts possible. It was the sturdy, 
political efforts of the people and their consciousness 
which mide the implementation possible. Otherwise, it 
woud have been impossible. 


1 an not saying that there were no mistakes or shortcom- 
ings. Nothing is infallible. However, what I am saying is 
that, by and large, it should be regarded as an exemplary 
effort. Therefore, my answer to the question is that we 
learned from the exercise. It was done for the people in 
accordance with their wishes. 


i i a 
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We will s 1ow those who have not seen it. The important 
thing is that they were not taken to a place or country 
which they do not know. 


Those who resettled and established themselves have pro- 
vided many lessons for those who did not resettic. In fact, 
we consider it to be a significant method fo: overcoming 
drought, increasing production, improving -he living stan- 
daras of society, and the level of food self-sufficiency. We 
will intensify and continue the campaign. 


We can al! imagine how much it hurts for a country like 
Ethicpia and its people t~ continuously receive food aid. 
We do not want to continue like this. But there are many 
who want us to continue like this. If something like this 
were to happen to any of you, how would you like it? 


We are setting a very destructive example in this respect. 
Giving continuous ready food in the name of humani- 
tarianism to peopie who are able work is intended i 
create what kind of society? The most surprising thing is 
the claim to be concerned for Ethiopians rather than 
themselves. It is we who disclosed the problem and 
appealed for aid. It is we who brought in the relief 
workers and deployed them to bring together donors and 
recipients. And what government or community can give 
such aid forever? We have expressed our gratitude to 
those who helped us in [words indistinct] emergency 
program, and we are making efforts to help ourselves 
achieve a lasting solution. [end recording} 


Another question the comrade president was asked by 
AFP concerned the situation in the north. It was: Will 
there be a peaceful solution rather than ways to solve the 
northern problem in the future? Answering this question 
the comrade sucretary general outlined the peace efforts 
at various Slages jus: after the revolution. 


[Begin Mengistu recording] We have never believed in a 
military solution. For example, as soon as the military 
council came to power through revolution we declared a 
cease-fire with the secessionists to hold roundtable talks 
and for our soldiers to disenage and return to their bases. 
We also sent delegations to various countries which are 
directly or indirectly involved in this issue to expiain the 
government's stand and desire for peace. To clarify what 
we meant by a peaceful solution » issued a detailed and 
Clear nine-point statement.' 4 recording] 


After detailing the points and the efforts made at various 
Stages, the comrade president explained the secession- 
ists’ response to this peace effort. 


[Begin Mengistu recording] They gathered from wher- 
ever they had been and started the war by terrorizing and 
killing the people in Asmera town before the revolution 
nad fired a shot. It was at this time that they weakened 
our genuine peace efforts and forced us to take up arms 
and defend ourselves. Very many lives and property 
were lost in the process. [end recording] 
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He explained the bandits’ response to the call on them to 
benefit from the present favorable conditions established 
by the republic: 


[Begin mengistu recording] Lastly, when the constitution 
was drafted, we «gain called on them to come and partici- 
pate, without any conditions, in this historical forum cre- 
ated by the Constitution which decides the future of all 
Ethiopians. But again they failed. Through our initiative, 
they have met representatives of our government face to 
face no fewer than nine times, and efforts have been made to 
understand wha: ihey want and to explain what we mean by 
peace. In reality they are not ready for peace. Such is the 
problem. As I tried to explain earlier, at no time have we 
spared our efforts to bring these people from destruction to 
peace. We have tried legal, political and other means. We do 
not desire to continue the war. What do we gain from war? 
{end recording] 


Yes, as the comrade president said, what comes from 
‘var 1S destruction, not development. However, the ban- 
dit terrorists who are waging a mercenary war against us 
to destroy Ethiopia's unity and sovereignty and dis ~upt 
the peace of the people have left us no alternative but 
war instead of p ace, downfall instead of progress. 


Our listeners, this is not the end of Comrade President 
Mengistu Haile mariam’s answers to questions from 
local and international journalists. We will present the 
third part tomorrow. 


Rebel, Government Battle Gains Reported 


TPLF, EPDM Kill 810 Troops 
EA3 105234788 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1600 GMT 31 May 88 


[Text] Tigray — The heroic combatants of the Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front [TPLF] in cooperation with 
combatants of the Ethiopian People’s Democratic Move- 
ment [EPDM] have inflicted heavy losses on six brigades 
of Dergue troops who were moving from Mekele to 
liberate the towns of Alage, Kisad (Gudo), Maychew, 
and Korem which were occupied a few days ago. 


During the fighting, which took place between 25 and 28 
May 1988, TPLF and EPDM combatants killed or 
wounded 810 Dergue troops and captured 195 soldiers 
and 212 guns of various types. 


Rebels Occupy Korem 
EA2895 190888 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1630 GMT 28 May 88 


[Text] The heroic TPLF yesterday destroyed uss 117th 
brigade of the first division of the army aid the head- 
quarters of the division stationed at Maychew Town. 
The TPLF has also brought the town under its control. 
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The TPLF also repulsed the Dergue reinforcements 
deployed from Alamata and Alage to rescue the troops 
under attack in Maychew. 


On 25 May the heroic TPLF fighters attacked Dergue 
troops in Alage, Kisad (Gudo) and in Korem and 
brought those areas under their control. Two Dergue 
brigades were destroyed in the fighting. 


Korem was captured in the joint attack carned out by the 
TPLF and the Ethiopian People’s Democratic Move- 
ment, EPDM. 


Dergue Offensive Repulsed 
FA3105234588 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1600 GMT 31 May 88 


[Text] The heroic combatants of the EPLF have repulsed 
Six attempts by two divisions of Dergye Troops who 
were trying to penetrate their fortificzaons via (Rora 
Menea) and have forced them to retreat to their base. 


The attempts of the Dergue troops, who were provided 
with artillery and air cover, were thwarted in continuous 
fighting over 7 days from 23 to 30 May 1988. Our 
con.’satants killed 73 Dergue troops, wounded 78 and 
captured 2. They also captured 43 guns of various types 
and a two-way radio. 


Fighter Bombs Korem 
EA2805 163388 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 0600 GMT 28 May 88 


[Text] Dergue fighter aircraft bombed Korem and sur- 
rounding areas on 26 May 1988, killing | 1 ard wounding 
13 innocent people, mostly women and children. The 
dead include six people who had come to Korem from 
Sekota for relief aid. The raid was carried out | day after 
the Tigray Liberation Front and Ethiopian People’s 
Democratic Movement jointly destroyed the Dergue 
Army and captured Korem town. During the raid, seven 
residential houses and other property were destroyed. 


On 24 May 1988, a Dergue helicopter gunship carned 
out a 15-minute raid on people in a marketplace in 
(Karako) village in Enderta Province, killing 9 and 
wounding |2 innocent people, 20 houses were destroyed. 
Also killed were seven donkeys and [words indistinct]. 


Following its humiliating and major defeat in February 
and Marci, the fascist Dergue has killed and wounded 
innocent people in air raids on the pretext of destroying 
Tigrayan bandits. 


Government on ‘Offensive’ 
FA2®.5 100288 Addi Av-tha Domestic Service 
in ambaric 1800 GMT 24 May 88 


[Excerpt] After repulsing repeated attacks by the so-called 
popular secessionist bandits around Keren [In central En- 
trea] in the past few weeks, our revolutionary force is 
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advancing, Overcoming every obstacle, and is now on the 
offensive. Our revolutionary forces have brought under 
their control the area around Keren where the bandits were 
wailing in eager anticipation, arrogantly thinking that 
nobody could touch them, and they are expanding their 
sphere of supremacy in the current battle in the mountinous 
areas a distance to the north of Keren. 


In another development, our revolutionary force and the 
regional! territorial militia force are finalizing their prepara- 
wons to curb and completely wipe out the antipeople acts 
veing perpetrated by mercenary groups in figray. In a bid to 
run away from the popular arm of the forces, bandits in the 
region have managed to destroy some public service infra- 
structures from far away [passage omitted] 


Dergue Troops Burn, Loot Property 
EA2905 190588 (clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 29 May 8&8 


[Text] The fascist Dergue troops have burned 520 houses and 
looted an immense quantity of property in Gonder Region. 


Prior to this fascist injustice, villagers around Amba Guorgis 
opened fire at i Oergue Army patrol, killing || and wound- 
ing many others; € .ivilians were killed and 2 wounded. It 
was after this incident that Dergue reinforcement: deployed 
fror: Gonder committed the fascist injustice. 


Defense Council Discusses Eritrea, Tigray 
EA0V106225388 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 1 Jun 88 


[Text] The PDRE Dzfense Council held ity first meeting 
today. The meeting, which was chaired by Comrade 
Mengistu Haile Mariam, general of the WPE 
Central Committee, president of the PDRE and commander 
in chief of the Revolutionary Armed Forces, discussed the 
implementation of the resolutions passed by the eighth 
WPE Centra! Committee plenum and endorsed dy the State 
Council. The |-day meeting ie!d a detailed «‘iscussion on 
the current security problem in our country in g..,eral, and 
the situation in the northern region of our country in 
particular. The council also discussed the special divcree on 
the state of emergency in Eritrea and Tigray regnns and 
passed a resolution on its implementation. 


Red Cross To Continue Talks With ICRC 
FEA3105234188 Addis Abaha is English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 31 May 88 


[Text] The Ethiopian Red Cross Society [ERCS] has 
announced that contact and dialogue will continue 
between the ERCS and the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, ICRC, on the resumption of the joint 
relief operation by the two societies. 


The ERCS said in a press release yesterday that claborate 
discussions were held between the president of the 
IRCRC, Mr Cornelio Sommaruga, and the leadership of 
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the ERCS on May 26th and 27th on the relationship 
between the two institutions and, in particular, concern- 
ing the ex-ERCS-ICRC joint relief operation in the 
northern part of Ethiopia. 


The joint relief operation was discontinued in April by 
the unilateral decision of the ICRC following govern- 
ment notificatic> on relief agencies to temporarily with- 
draw their expatriates from the two northern regions for 
their own safety. The ERCS had meanwhile issued an 
appeal through the League of Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent Societies for support of victims still dependent on 
the distribution of relief supplies for their survival. The 
ERCS expressed the hope that the ‘“%C would support 


the emergency relief appeal law ‘.er through the 
league by the ERCS. 
Mengistu Meets With Som. —-iuu Barre 


FA2905212088 Addis Ababa in Amnaric to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 29° May &8& 


{Text} Comrade President Mengistu and President 
Mohamed Siz } Barre met yesterday aid held an extensive 
exchange of views on bilateral issues. The two leaders 
discussed the fruitful efforts being made at government leve! 
on the basis of the foudnations for peace laid down by the 
leaders at their previous discussions in Dyibouti to resolve 
the misunderstanding arJ problems existing between Ethi- 
opia and Somalia until recently. 


They discussed conditions for bringing abou: lasting 
relations and fr-endship in the interests of peace and the 
common benefit of their people. 


The African continent and the current internaiional 
situation were discussed at the meeting which reaffirmed 
the PDRE’s unwavering policy of mutual respect for 
other countries and of safeguarding the peace and inter- 
ests of people. 


Present during the talks were Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, 
Politburo member of the WPE Central Committee and 
minister of foreign affairs; Comrade Tesfaye Dinka, 
alternate Politburo member of the WPE Central Com- 
mittee and deputy prime minister, Mr Ahmad Mahmud 
Farah, Political Bureau member of the SRSP Central 
Committee and vice premier for political atfairs; Mr 
Muhammad ‘Ali Hamud, Somaii minister of foreign 
affairs, and other officials from both countries. 


Kenya 


President Moi Menies Supporting SPI 1 
LD0106213388 Nairohi Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 1 Jun 88 


[Text] His Excellency President Danie! Arap Moi today 
said that Kenya was not supporting the SPLA of John 
Garang in its fight against the Sudanese Government. 
Discounting claims that Kenya was supporting the rebei 
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movement, President Moi told a Madaraka [internal 
self-rule] Day rally at the Nyayo National Stadium in 
Nairobi that Kenya had no enmity with her neighbors. 


He said Kenya had not g. ven John Garang any arms to 
fight the Sudanese Government, adding that the SPLA 
had no offices in Kenya. President Mo at the same time 
said that Kenya sympathized with those dying of hunger 
in southern Sudan. 


On importation of food into the country, President Moi 
cautioned customs officials in such deals to stop forth- 
with. He also cautioned customs officials who collude: 
with businessmen outside the country by assisting in 
clearing goods contrary to the laid-down procedure. 
Saying that the days of such unpatriotic officials were 
numbered, the president said that the goverament will 
not hesitate to sack them once they are caught. He said 
there was need for public servants to be faithful and 
committed, adding that customs officials who accepted 
tribes do not deserve to be in public service. 


The president szid that some of them accepted a bribe of 
abou’ 1,000 shillings and through such deals the govern- 
ment ends up josing about 50, million shillings. 


President Moi also spoke about the shortage of drugs in 
hospitals and said the situation had been aggravated by 
thof by some untrusted medical personnel. He said it 
was inhuman for someone tc steal drugs leaving 
patients to die. The president said that the government 
will institute vigilant security measures aimed at net- 
ting those involved. 


President Moi once again called on manufacturers not to 
take advantage of the recent decontrol of prices of some 
commodities by hiking prices. He said unreasonable 
increase of prices signified that some manufacturers do 
not mind the interests of consusners because some do not 
have the financial ability to purchase the goods. He said 
that earning very high profits do not mean that the 
manufacturers are building the country’s economy. He 
said that Kenyans should be mindful of each other's 
welfare and to show love for their country. 


The president noted that it was through patnotism that the 
growing children can be given hope for a happy future. 


President Moi said Kenyans should t= proud and thank 
God for the peace and progress enjoyed in the last 25 
years since independence. 


He sait Kenya will continue to support the ANC for 
freedom in South Africa. He denounced racial segrega- 
tion in Sovth Africa and told the minority whites 19 that 
country to cooperate for true democracy. 


In support for the freedom struggle in southern Africa, 
President Moi said Kenya pays its contributions to the OAU 
Liberation Fund without fail. He said Kenya also gave 
steady assistance to both the ANC and the SWAPO, which 
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is fighting for freedom in Nambia. He called on other OAU 
member-countries which are in arrears to pay up and remit 
future contributions in good time so as to show that the 
continent was united in fighting the fascist regime. 


President Moi said there was no need for African 
countries to be divided while the superpowers like the 
United States and the Soviet Union hold meetings 
pledging to work together. 


Earlier in his written speech, President Moi urged more 
employers in the country to help alleviate unemploy- 
ment problems by increasing their labor force. The 
president noted that the government had already 
increased its labor force by 10 percent in Nyayo tea 
zones and the Nyayo bus commuter service. He said he 
was glad that some firms had responded positively to the 
call for them to increase their labor force. 


President Moi said that more sectors of our economy 
should create the right environment to provide more 
incomes and employment opportunities. He especially 
noted that local authorities will need to participate more 
actively in identifying productive economic activities for 
wananchi [citizens]. President Moi said that the local 
authorities will need to strengthen their source of reve- 
nue in order to fulfil their responsibilities. He announced 
that arrangements are already underway for residents in 
municipal and town councils to contribute token support 
in arezs they live in. President Moi noted that the urban 
service charge will help improve services, but said there 
will be careful arrangements to distinguish betwee the 
individuals’ ability to pay. 


Talking further on the issue of unemployment, the 
president said that the government has plans to establish 
a national employment and manpower information sys- 
tem. The information system, he said, will concern itself 
with the efficient gathering, storage and dissemination of 
manpower and employment data in the country. He 
added that the systern will enable the government to 
eliminate situations whereby people remain unemployed 
while there is need for additional manpower in some 
sectors of the economy. 


On the economy, President Moi said that informal sector 
activities such as the manufacture of agricultural imple- 
ments, home appliances, and repair of motor vehicles are 
important in nation-building. He said many opportuni- 
ties exist in the small-scale sector and jua-kali [open-air] 
programs for the manufacture of cheap alternatives 
instead of extensive imported items. 


President Moi said the country had achieved much 
progress since independence because wananchi had 
maintained peace and unity and urged them to continue 
with the same tempo. 


EAST AFRICA 


Those present at the ceremony included the vice presi- 
dent and minister for home affairs and national heritage, 
Dr Josephat Karanja; cabinet ministers; assistant minis- 
ters; MPS; the chief of staff, General (Mohamed); and 
the head of public service, Mr (Joseph Arap Leting). 
Others included senior public officials and members of 


diplomatic corps. 


High Commission Denies U Rebel Meeting 
LD3005211688 Nairobi KNA in English 1545 GMT 
30 May 88 


[Text] Kampala, 30 May — Kenyan High Commission 
in Uganda described as “malicious and totally 
unfounded” press reports that Uganda rebel leaders had 
met in Nairobi. A release from the High Commission 
referred to a report titled “Rebel Leaders Meet in Nai- 
robi over UPDA [Uganda People’s Democratic Alliance] 
Split” in a local weekly. 


The report alleged that the rebels nad met in the Kenyan 
capital to work out plans in support of deposed UPDA 
commander, Brigadier Odong Latek. The report further 
said that a former Ugandan prime minister and now 
political leader of the UPDA, Eric Otema Alimadi, was 
in Nairobi and had been holding talks with a group from 
(former president) Obote living in exile in Zambia. 


The release said the reports were scandalous, noting that 
they came when the National Resistance Movement 
‘NRM) government had seriously initiated peace nego- 
tiations with the rebels. 


Guko Denies Resumption of Libyan Ties 
EA3005 100088 Nairobi KENYA TIMES in English 
30 May 88 pl 


[““Ouko Refutes Libya, Kenya Ties Claim” by Emman 
Omari] 


[Excerpts] Kenya has not resumed diplomatic relations 
with Libya which were severed since last December, the 
minister for foreign affairs and international co-opera- 
tion, Dr Robert Ouko, said yesterday. Addressing a press 
conference on arrival at the Jomo Kenyatta Interna- 
tional Airport from the 21st [number as published] 
summit of the OAU, Dr Ouko dismissed reports of 
diplomatic resumption with Libya as merely rumours 
which I cannot use to state the government's position. 


The government's position will be known when we are 
contacted on this but we have not been contacted, he said. 


The minister was reacting to pressmen’s questions 
prompted by a report dispatched last week by the Libyan 
news agency (JANA) that Libya had resumed diplomatic 
relations with eight African couiitries, including Kenya. 


[passage omitted] 
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In the first place, | do not know anything about it and | 
do not go with rumours, Dr Ouko said, adding that the 
circumstances which led to the break up of relations last 
December involved Libyan interference in Kenyan 
affairs, involving even court cases. 


The minister said he will wait for the Libyan Govern- 
ment to approach Kenya, but insisted that the claims 
were purely rumours. [passage Omitted] 


On Uganda, Dr Ouko told the press that he was not 
aware of anything afoot to resume full diplomatic repre- 
sentation between the two countries. 


Answering another question, Dr Ouko said that the Ugan- 
dan leader, president Yoweri Museveni, had invited him 
while in Addis Ababa to see him and he had brought a 
message for President Daniel Arap Moi from him. 


The press conference was also addressed by the ANC 
president, Oliver Tambo, Swaziland’s prime minister, 
Sotsha Diamini, who was accompanied by Swazi foreign 
minister, Mr George Mamba. 


un the protest by Mauritius during the closing session of the 
summit when the leader of its delegation walked out, Mr 
Tambo said that heads of state were startled by the action. 


Answering a question, Prince Dlamini said that it is true 
Swazi’s geographical position put her in a situation of a 
survival economy depending on South Africa for her 
imports. But this has not rendered her helpless and 
Swaziland cherishes her independence, he said. 


Somalia 


Terrorist ‘Suicide Attack’ on Burco Reported 
LD3005 152888 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
2045 GMT 29 May 88 


[Text] A statement from the SDR Defense Ministry this 
evening said a gang of armed terrorists made a suicide 
attack on Burco, Togdheer Region, on the morning of 


EAST AFRICA 


Friday, 27 May 1988, wounding innocent civilians and 
destroying a number of private dwellings and govern- 
ment offices. The statement says the security forces 
quickly checked the attack and restored peace and secu- 
rity. The SDR Defense Ministry statement adds that a 
number of officers were injured during the operation. 


Tanzania 


Zanzibar Minister Addresses Food Shortage 
LD3005 152988 Zanzibar Domestic service in Swahili 
1200 GMT 30 May 88 


[Text] Zanzibar — The revolutionary government of 
Zanzibar has stressed the need for the people of the 
islands to face up to hard times of scarcity of some 
essential commodities when they occur. 


Speaking to Radio Tanzania, Zanzibar, the minsiter of 
trade and industry, Comrade Abdallah Salum Mugheri, 
said at his office today that the people should be aware of 
the difficulties facing the economy, especially that of 
foreign exchange, which has hampered the ordering of 
essential goods for the people, including rice, sugar, and 
flour. He said that due to lack of foreign exchange, tiere 
were times when the government had delivered ordering 
essential commodities from abroad. 


The minister of trac> and industry said that the govern- 
ment was tackling this situation and already had ordered 
20,000 tons of rice from Thailand, which was expected 
to arrive in Zanzibar at the end of next month; 6,000 
tons of flour from France; and sugar [quantity not 
specified] from Mombasa. As for other foodstuffs, Com- 
rade Mugheri said that the government had ordered 
broad beans, cow peas, and corn flour from the Tanza- 
nian mainland. 
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Angola 


Europe Said Venue of Next Quadripartite Meeting 
AB0206172888 Dakar PANA in English 1715 GMT 
2 Jun 88 


[Text] Brazzaville, 2 June (ACI/PANA) — The second 
quadripartite meeting — Angola, Cuba, United States and 
South Africa — on the future of the southern Africa sub- 
region will be held soon in a European country yet unde- 
cided, Angolan Deputy Minister for Defence Franca Ernest 
Ndalu announced on Thursday [2 June] in Brazzaville. The 
minister, who brought a message to Congolese President 
Denis Sassou-Nguesso from his Angolan counterpart, Jose 
Edouardo Dos Santos, did not elaborate. 


The first meeting of the parties was held in London and 
another on 13 May in Brazzaville between Angola and 
South Africa. Both countries were represented by senior 
government officials. 


Ndalu expressed gratitude to the African countries which 
have expressed their preparedness to host this meeting. 
He said he hoped that the meetings would be able to 
resolve the problem in southern Angola, adding that the 
war was still [word indistinct] in the Cuito Cuanavale 
and Cunene Provinces which were run over and suffer 
from aerial attacks. 


FAPLA Forces Kill 104 ‘Bandits’ in 8th Region 
MB0206132988 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 2 Jun 88 


[Text] FAPLA forces continue their fight against UNITA 
bandits in the pay of Pretoria. The bandits seek to assist 
the South African Army in the destabilization of south- 
ern African countries, particularly Angola. 


In the 8th Military Region recently, 104 UNITA bandits 
were killed and 81 captured. In Bengo Province, the region’s 
operational area, FAPLA forces freed 111 civilians who 
were forced to live with UNITA bandits in the bush. 


UNITA Confirms Capture of MPLA Towns 
MB0306064388 (Clandestine) KUP in French to 
Southern and Central Africa 0614 GMT 3 Jun 88 


[Text] Jamba, Provincial Capital of the Free Land of 
Angola, 3 Jun (KUP) — In a series of attacks on Angola's 
Moxico, Huila, Huambo, Benguela, and Cuando 
Cubango Provinces, UNITA forces killed 34 MPLA 
so: Jiers (figure as received] and captured three positions 
formerly under MPLA control. KUP learned this from 
reliable military sources in Jamba last Thursday. 


The military sources disclosed that the UNITA troops 
have destroyed some 900 meters of the strategic 
Benguela railroad. This occurred between Santo Amaro 
and Cambuio, in central Huambo Province, on 29 May. 
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The sources said that the positions capture by UNITA in 
attacks between 25 and 29 May this year were: 
Cupungue, in Moxico Province, and Ngola and Cus- 
sesse, along the tarred road between Huambo and 
Lubango, in Huila Province. 


Lieutenant Avelino Chivinga, a member of the MPLA’s 
state security, was among those killed in UNITA’s attack 
on Cussesse. 


The sources also revealed that our forces captured six 
MPLA soldiers and large quantities of Soviet-made 
weapons and ammunition. Our forces also destroyed 29 
military vehicles in these operations. 


Eleven UNITA soldiers were wounded in these operations. 


l, U.S. Firms Sign Offshore Contract 
MB0306071288 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 3 Jun 88 


[Text] In Massachusetts, United States, recently, 
Sonangol [National Angolan Fuel Company] conducted 
business with (?Conoco), (?Unical) and (?Citizen MG) 
for the concession [as heard] of Block 6 of the Angolan 
offshore (preceding word in English]. ANGOP learned 
this form a Sonangol management source. 


(?Conoco) holds a 60 percent share. (?Unical) and 
(?Citizen MG) hold 5 percent in optional shares. 


(Joao Landoite), Sonango’s director for negotiations, has told 
ANGOP in Lisbon that research work on Block 6 is expected 
to begin between November and December this year. 


ANGOP has also learned that, under the terms of the 
contract, (?7Conoco) will carry out social and economic 
development projects, notably in Luanda and in 
Cacuaco district. Some of these projects are already 
under way, and they are estimated at $5 million. 


900 Refugees Return From Zambia 
MB0206194288 Dakar PANA in English 1710 GMT 
2 Jun 88 


[Text] Solwezi (Zambia), 2 June (ZANA/PANA) — About 
900 Angolan refugees in northwestern Province of Zambia 
have chosen to return to their (?country) [words indistinct] 
for their repatriation by their embassy in Lusaka. 


Zambia's North-western province Central Committee 
member of the ruling United National Independence 
party, Kamalondo, (?said) refugees from Maheba camp 
had opted to return to Angola despite the continued 
fighting between Angolan forces and South African- 
backed supported UNITA rebels. 


Kamalondo said the decision by the refugees to return to 
Angola followed appeals by Angola for the refugees to return. 
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He said for some time now, his office has been holding 
discussions with Angolan Government officials over the 


plight of their people. 


It was agreed at these meetings to repatriate those who 
were willing and the results, | am told, are encouraging, 
Kamalondo said. 


The province, Kamalondo said, has over 16,000 Ango- 
lan refugees. 


Botswana 


Impact of Botha ‘Outburst’ on Tourism Noted 
MB0206141888 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1110 GMT 2 Jun 88 


[Text] The director of tourism, Mr Mutlare Masisi says 
the impact of the warning by South African Foreign 
Minister Pik Botha to South Africans not to visit this 
country has still not been a fact [as heard]. 


Mr Masisi was reacting to a statement in the Johannesburg 
STAR newspaper which said there had been a 50 percent 
drop in South African tourists visiting Botswana following 
Mr Botha’s outburst. Mr Masisi said even if there had been 
an impact 50 percent was an overstatement. 


In a separate article in the newspaper, Maj-Gen Ian 
Khama was quoted as saying Mr Botha’s warning was 
politically motivated and designed to harm Botswana. 


Botha made the statement saying South Africans should not 
visit Botswana shortly after the last raid and after the BDF 
(Botswana Defense Force) had questioned and released a 


South African suspected of having military gear. 


The director of tourism, Mr Masisi, said information on 
[words indistinct] was forwarded to the Central Statistics 
Office and it will take up to two years for his office to be 
given a report assessing the impact on tourism. 


Mozambique 


Private Force To Protect Maputo-RSA Railway 
MB0206101488 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
2 Jun 88 p 3 


[Text] Maputo — A private security force of the Mozam- 
bique Railways is ready to go into action to reduce acts 
of sabotage on the Maputo/South Africa railway line. 


Sources in Maputo said the security force, trained by 
Western experts in the northern province of Niassa, 
should go into operation soon. It will operate indepen- 
dently from the Mozambican Army. 


In addition, Zimbabwean troops have moved into south- 
ern Mozambique to protect teams repairing the Lim- 
popo line linking Maputo to Zimbabwe. 
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No details about the foreigners involved in the training 
of the force have been given. 


Strong rumours about private American security experts 
being involved in the project were dismissed by U.S. 
diplomatic sources in Maputo 


The United States Administration has been barred by 
Congress from giving any military aid to Mozambique 
and recently the government strongly denied reports 
from right-wing groups in Washington that it had sent 
arms to Mozambique. 


A spokesman for the American Embassy said there were 
no official American security experts in Mozambique 
and nobody had heard of any private American individ- 
uals being involved in it. 


Private British security experts, said to be former SAS 
members, have been reported to be involved in the training 
of security personnel for the protection of the Nacala 
railway line which links Malawi to the port of Nacala. 


Nigerian Mozambicar Prison Hardships 
MB0206 183888 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 2 Jun 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] A Nigerian ship owner has some unsavory tales to 
tell about life in a Mozambique jail and the slow work- 
ings of Mozambique justice. He was picked up and 
detained in December when one of his ships apparently 
technically contravened Mozambican regulations. He 
languished in jail, trying to get a hearing and finally got 
out in April when he bought his freedom. He is Peter 
Ighofose and has come to London to complain. David 
Haggie asked him if he had ever been charged by the 
Mozambique authorities: 


[Begin recording ]} [Ighofose] There were no charges until 
after about 3 months in jail. 


{[Haggie] And were you given access to lawyers and 
access to the Nigerian authorities in (?that time)? 


[Ighofose] The Nigerian Embassy did not come to see me 
until after 2 weeks in jail. 


[Haggie] When they came, did they start championing 
your cause? 


[Ighofose] As far as I am concerned, I don’t think they 
did much at all. 


[Haggie] Were your experiences of not being charged for 
so long typical of people in the prison, did you find? 


[Ighofose] That is very typical. There are people in that 
jail that have been there for 4 years without a charge. 
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{[Haggie] Did you spend the whole time in the same 
prison, or were you moved about? 


[Ighofose] No, I spent 2 weeks in Cadeia Civil [preceed- 
ing name in Portuguese] [Civil Prison] and then I was 
transferred to Cadeia Central [preceeding name in Por- 
tuguese — FBIS] [Central Prison] after I complained so 
much about the smell from the toilets and not being able 
to eat my food because of the smell, I just couldn’t eat in 
that kind of atmosphere after some time. 


[Haggie] And, in this new prison, were things better? 


[Ighofose] Well, in the new prison there was a bigger 
space because you were allowed to come out of the cell 
three times a day and then you could walk around the 
orchard within the yard. Three times if you were in the 
open cells, but not those who were in the Cela Discipli- 
nar , [preceding name in Portuguese] [Disciplinary Cell] 
what they call CD. 


[Haggie] Now, since you have come to London you have 
been alleging that as well as people being badly fed and 
kept in bad conditions, people were badly treated. What 
is your worst memory of what was happening during 
your time in jail? 


(Ighofose] The worst memory was having to see people, how 
they were flogged like animals, specially an instance where a 
man was caught having sexual relationship with another 
unwilling man who reported the matter to the police. Then, 
of course, he was called out and then chained and beaten up 
and after that thrown into what they call the punishment 
area which is the CD, or Cela Disciplinar. 


Now, another instance was this man who was brought in, 
who was supposed to have argued with a policeman. 
Then his hands were tied with a rope. By the time this 
rope was removed from his hands, his arms were so 
swolien and then, of course, there must have been some 
blood clots. The next day he died in the Cela Disciplinar. 


There was also an instance where a child, a young boy 
under 14, bribed somebody with his own shirt in the 
kitchen to give him a little bit extra food. And, of course, 
this boy, because he bribed for food and he was caught, 
he was then displayed to everybody in the parade ground 
and then beaten up like a goat, and, of course, thrown 
into the Cela Disciplinar. 


{ Haggie] Did you come across any women prisoners, and 
what sort of conditions that they are held in? 


[Ighofose] Oh, the women prisoners I met at Cadeia 
Central, | mean Cadeia Civil, were so badly treated, even 
to the extent that I even met one of the inmates who was 
a well-off Mozambican who used to make it her duty of 
paying the policemen and then in the night the women 
were invited across — because we were separated by just 
a wall — the women were invited across the wall, go to 
the police officers’ room where the (?hut) was just 
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concrete, and this (?guy), because of only 2,000 meticals, 
was given a women to sleep with and afterward she was 
thrown back and said, ok, good night. 


[Haggie] Are you saying the women were acting as 
prostitutes? 


[Ignofose] They were using them as prostitutes and even... 
[Haggie interrupting] Were they receiving the money? 


[Ighofose] The police got the money and the women got 
nothing [end recording] 


Well, we asked the Mozambican Government to com- 
ment and they sa‘d that Mr Ighofose was making numer- 
ous errors of fact; that no children under the age of 15 
were held in Mozambican jails, and that no prisoners 
have died in detention this year. It was admitted that the 
diet of Mozambican prisoners was bad, but this reflected 
the bad diet of Mozambique’s people in general under 
the present war conditions. 


Information Minister Addresses Role of Media 
MB0206202888 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT « Jun 88 


[Text] In Maputo today, Information Minister Teodato 
Hunguana said Mozambique media have an important 
role to play in the struggle against the war of aggression 
waged by South Africa against our country. According to 
Teodato Hunguana, the media fill continuous and per- 
manent need in that struggle. 


Minister Hunguana addressed the closing session of the 
PANA conference southern African pool [preceding 
word in English], which was held in Maputo over the 
past few days. He added: Media is not a theoretical or 
academic exercise, but rather the imminently practical 
side of the continuous struggle in the region, which is 
waged in view of the need to develop news media. 


The conference, which began on 28 May, approved a 
resolution urging southern African governments to 
reduce telecommunications fees payable by PANA. 
Another resolution urges the Swazi Government to make 
all efforts to provide the Kingdom of Swaziland with a 


news agency. 


FPLM Kill 355 ‘Bandits’ in 7 Provinces 
MB0206111288 Dakar PANA in English 1100 GMT 
2 Jun 88 


[Text] Maputo, 2 June (AIM/PANA) — The Mozambican 
Armed Forces killed 355 of South Africa’s MNR bandits in 
clashes in seven of the country’s ten provinces in the 
fortnight of 12-25 May, according to a note on Thursday 
from the press office of the FPLM General Staff. 
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The bandits suffered their heaviest losses in the central 
province of Manica where 149 were killed. The FPLM 
killec 109 bandits in Maputo Province, 36 in Gaza and 
9 in 'nhambane, all in the south of the country. 


In Zambezia and Sofala in the centre, the figures given 
for bandit deaths are 30 and five. Mozambican troops 
killed seven bandits in the northern most province of 
Cabo Delgado. 


The general staff said that three important MNR camps 
were destroyed in this period, one in Maputo, one in 
Gaza and one in Manica. Troops overran 15 smaller 
bandit hideouts. 


The genera! staff said that 111 people living under bandit 
control turned themselves over to the armed forces over this 
fortnight, mainly in Maputo and Zambezia Provinces. 


Republic of South Africa 


Defense Minister Responds to Castro ‘Bravado’ 
MB0206171288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1711 GMT 2 Jun 88 


[Text] Cape Town, June 2, SAPA — South Africa was 
not prepared to be blackmailed or to stake its future at 
the negotiating table, the minister of defence, General 
Magnus Malan, said tonight. 


He was reacting to statements attributed to the Cuban 
president, Dr Fidel Castro, who said South Africa had 
been forced into negotiating over an Angola/Namibian 
settlement because of losses suffered at the hands of 
Cuban forces. 


General Malan said in a statement issued tonight that 
South Africa would have to reconsider its peace initia- 
tive. Russia and the Angolan Government should take 
note of Dr Castro’s bravado which clearly showed he was 
dismissing the current peace moves. 


“The provocative intransigence he displays can be the 
major stumbling block in the way of the peace initiative. 


“It clashes directly with the apparent pragmatic attitude 
of the MPLA and the Russians and is a refusal to accept 
the facts of Angola.” 


General Malan said he found it strange that Dr Castro 
now appeared to speak on behalf of the MPLA. 


“He already exceeds his mandate by taking SWAPO under 
his wing. It looks as if he is totally ignoring the MPLA. 


“Withdrawing his 45,000 troops from Angola does not suit 
him. Cuba’s economy cannot carry the burden of this 
nomadic force. At the same time there is concern over a 
possible disease they are carrying about with them.” 
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Dr Castro was trying to create an impression because he 
had failed to show any successes in Angola where his 
mercenaries gave a pathetic performance in South- 
Eastern Angola. 


“Cubans simply fled, while FAPLA forces held out 
against UN!ITA.” he said. 


South Africa had achieved its goals in the territory in 
support of UNITA, suffering 31 losses against the 7,000 
to 10,000 [figures as received]. 


“This aggressive show of force by Dr Castro can lead to 
South Africa reconsidering its well-intended peace 
efforts, and Russia and the MPLA must take note of 
this,” General Malan said. 


“South Africa is not prepared to be blackmailed or to 
gambie with its future at the negotiating table. Its first 
duty remains the safeguarding of its own security and 
that of SWA/Namibia and the region. 


“As with the stopping of the Cuban/FAPLA/Russian 
onslaught in southeast Angola, this duty also remains 
of prime importance as far as south-western Angola is 
concerned.” 


Officials Evaluate State of Emergency 
MB0106201488 Johannesburg Television Service in 
Afrikaans 1830 GMT | Jun 88 


[Interview with Dr Kobus Neethling, of the Bureau for 
Information, and Deputy Law and Order Minister Leon 
Wessels, by Clarence Keyter on the “Network” program 
— video recorded] 


[Text] [Keyter] Good evening, Dr Neethling. I want to 
ask you what the latest statistics indicate about the 
current state of emergency in South Africa? 


[Neethling] If we take the first 4 months of this year, that 
is, January to April, and we compare that period with the 
same period last year, we notice that, as far as the 
number of unrest incidents, there has been a drop. As for 
the fatality figures, there has been a considerable 
increase, compared to the same 4 months in last year. As 
for injuries, the pattern is about the same as last year. 
But during both these periods, last year and this year, the 
figures are dramatically lower than 1986. 


As for the pattern of unrest — what type of incident is 
taking place — one finds there has been no change in the 
pattern. The majority of incidents remain stone throw- 
ing, 48 to 50 percent; arson, petrol bombs, these, too, 
remain in the majority. But there have been geographical 
changes. That is always happening. This year, there has 
been a very strong concentration in Natal. The increase 
in the figures for unrest can be attributed primarily to 
events in Natal. 


[Keyter] Are we speaking of physical unrest incidents? 
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{Neethling] No. Physical unrest, perhaps, would cer- 
tainly form only a small part of the whole. No, one must 
look much further to understand what is taking place. So, 
we must continually study the situation. We must find 
out how people feel, what they are thinking. In other 
words, it is of utmost importance to continually examine 
our target samples, to look at them before we communi- 
cate with them, talk with them. And, we are doing so. In 
other words, to understand the unrest, we must also 
understand the climate, the intangibles. These things 
must be understood. 


[Keyter] So do you see a change in attitudes, Dr Neethling? 


[Neethling] We find that, although a stable climate has 
taken hold in the country [changes thought] this is 
important, because if one feels unsafe, insecure, it affects 
almost everything. When you go home at night carrying 
groceries, or your money, and you are threatened, it 
influences your feelings. That has changed. People now 
feel more secure. But at the same time the climate of 
danger, of revolution, is still present. There is still a lot of 
underlying menace, a climate of intimidation. It is still 
very much there. 


[Keyter] Just one last question. Why is it that the figures one 
reads and hears overseas — and I have been overseas for the 
past 2 and a half years — why do those figures differ so 
dramatically with the figures we see here at home? 


{Neethling] As I have said, we work with long-term 
studies of tendencies, and we are absolutely certain that 
the statistics, the figures we have been working on for the 
past 2 years are correct. We have said many times that 
anyone who has any problems with any of our figures is 
free to discuss them with us. 


[Text] [Keyter] Mr Wessels, welcome to Network. We 
have been given statistics on the effects of the state of 
emergency. Can we accept these as a general picture for 
the country as a whole? 


[Wessels] | think a person can take it as a general starting 
point, namely, that with the announcement of the emer- 
gency in July 1986, one objective was to bring stability and 
normality to the communities. In other words, it was not 
just introduced for security reasons. There was a strong 
socioeconomic component, and this was certainly one of the 
success stories of the emergency situation. Other areas also 
need attention. Our task is therefore not complete. 


[Keyter] Dr Neethling said earlier there had been a 
shifting, a geographical shift. How many problem areas 
are there? 


[Wessels] As I understood Dr Neethling, there is a 
shifting, and there can be a continued shifting. In other 
words, the unrest is not confined to a specific area. We 
saw this manifestation at the time of the announcement. 
It was then a country-wide manifestation, and the unrest 
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changed from area to area. I would also say that there are 
sporadic high points and low points in various areas of 
the country, but this remains a national phenomenon. 


[Keyter] You are careful about putting a figure to it. 


[Wessels] Right. That is because unrest is not static. 
Today you may deal with a particular area, stop the 
unrest, and start on development projects. But tomorrow 
or the day after, in another area, another incident takes 
place, inviting the people. So I would hesitate to bind 
myself to a particular figure. 


[Keyter] We have been given examples of single areas. 
Are these not examples of false normality, so to speak? 


[Wessels] Not at all. Let me tell you why I say that. Before 
the declaration of the state of emergency I visited a certain 
residential area. So I had firsthand experience of the revo- 
lutionary spirit — children involved in disruption were 
preventing progress in the development of that area. After 
the state of emergency, I visited the same area. The children 
were spontaneous in greeting strangers like ourselves. 
Development was in progress. It was tremendous. | must 
say, I do not see that as forced normality. 


[Keyter] Would you then say the state of emergency also 
contributes towards the spirit of reaching out to each other? 


[Wessels] Undoubtedly. You must remember that before 
the declaration of the national state of emergency there 
was not a spontaneous revolutionary climate. [sentence 
as heard] We are not opposed to the mobilization of 
ideas, or the politicization of people. But we had the 
cruelest intimidation of the people, innocent people. 
People were murdered with the necklace. People were 
being forced to shop when and where they were told. 
People were forced to do things they would never have 
done on their own. So | say there was no spontaneous 
revolutionary climate before the state of emergency. 
[sentence as heard] 


[Keyter] Mr Wessels, let me turn to you. Your predeces- 
sor, Mr Roelf Meyer, said last December on this same 
program that he was optimistic. He said that 1987 had 
been a good year, and he felt that 1988 would also be a 
good one. But now the statistics seem to give a different 
impression. What is your comment? 


[Wessels] | think Mr Meyer had good reason to be 
optimistic, and I believe we remain optimistic. But we 
cannot interpret the situation purely by statistical data. 
The truth is that there have been opportunities for 
mobilization. In 1985 the figures were very high, but 
despite that we pressed on with our stabilization pro- 
gram, our normalization program, and I believe we still 
have reason to say that the state of emergency is having 
the desired effect. 
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{Keyter] Can we talk about the police? The chief of the 
police recently said that there are attempts being made to 
improve the image of the police force. Yet overseas, in 
particular, the police are seen as trouble makers, people 
who do not help the public. What is really being done to 
improve their image? 


[Wessels] One of the examples I find very impressive was 
when I visited an unrest area. There the security forces 
had distributed placards which read: Trust me, I am your 
friend. The children were wearing these placards and 
playing soccer with members of the force. That is just 
one of the steps being taken to improve the image of the 
security forces in general. I think the image of the police 
have is one of service to the community. We have to 
overcome preconceptions. I think as the police continue 
with these actions of their, these service actions, we are 
succeeding in breaking down these preconceptions. 


[Keyter] Another thing which the media often use is 
criticism. Where, would you say, can the line be drawn 
between moderate, constructive criticism, and critical 
radicalism? 


Wessels] Bear one thing in mind. One cannot lose sight 
of the fact tha: South Africa is at present dealing with a 
revolutionary onslaught. Certain people plan the over- 
throw of this government by revolutionary means. If 
criticism is constructive, that is one thing. But there is 
the other side of the coin, when revolutionary ideals, 
revolutionary methods, revolutionary climate, are being 
promoted. That is where we have to draw the line. 


[Keyter] That cannot be easy, can it? 


[Wes<els] Certainly not. We have a complex society, we 
are dealing with complex issues, and we are dealing with 
opponents who have not given up their original goals, 
namely, to make this country ungovernable. 


[Keyter] You said just now that Mr Roelf Meyer had 
reason to be optimistic last year. You also expressed the 
same optimism. If the state of emergency is working, 
then, can we expect a normal month of July? 


[Wessels] You must bear in mind that the state of emergency 
is succeeding in its goals, and that we dare not allow 
ourselves to return to the climate, the atmosphere, that 
prevaiied before the declaration of the state of emergency. 
The wonderful work of upliftment and progress one sees had 
not been possible during the time of unrest. So we caynot 
have a normal July, providing security to all, security to the 
community, and progress in our upliftment programs, if 
there is a revolutionary climate. 


[Keyter] Mr Wessels, does that mean there is no question 
of shall we say, a partial lifting of the emergency? 
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[Wessels] I think Dr Neethling pointed out earlier — and 
I wish to agree with him — that we are dealing with a 
creeping unrest potential. We cannot return to a situa- 
tion where innocent people were victims of intimidation 
aimed at promoting revolution. We are facing a long and 
difficult process. 


[Keyter] Mr Wessels, thank you for being with us tonight 
and sharing your views on the program, and good luck 
with the task ahead. 


[Wessels] Thank you. 


Heunis Outlines Urbanization Plan for Blacks 
MB0206131688 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1249 GMT 2 Jun 88 


[Text] House cf Assembly June 2 SAPA — A further 
13,000 ha [hectares] of land for black urbanization in the 
Pretoria-Witwatersrand-Vereeniging [PWV] area had 
been earmarked for develonment, the minister of consti- 
tutional development and planning, Mr Chris Heunis, 
said today. 


This, together with 16,000 ha provided since 1985 in 
addition to the existing 46,000 ha for black communities 
in the PWV area, was estimated to be sufficient for the 
existing backlogs and future influx of black people to the 
urban areas up to the year 2000, he announced during 
debate on his budget vote. 


According to the most probable projection, it was antic- 
ipated about 8.3 million black people would be living in 
the PWV complex by the year 2000. 


This meant an increase of 2.2 million people in relation 
to the estimated existing population of 6.1 million black 
people, for whom suitable land had to be found. 


Most of the extra land would be in the form of extensions to 
existing townships and the only new area was 600 ha to the 
northwest of Johannesburg, South of the Pretoria/Krugers- 
dorp Highway (Norweto). This area would be for upper- 
income group developing and could be designated an 
“open” area for more than one race group if proposed 
amendments to the Group Areas Act were approved. 


Mr Heunis emphasised that although it was the state's 
responsibility to identify land for housing, this did not 
mean it would acquire the properties. 


“It merely indicates the land is earmarked for a partic- 
ular purpose.” 


The government was aware the identification of land 
gave rise to speculation and exorbitant property prices 
and “it is proposed that such action be curtailed.” 
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At a press conference in Cape Town he explained it was 
intended to introduce legislation, which would probably be 
retro-active, to prevent property speculation and his warn- 
ing for now was “not to buy land at exorbitant prices.” 


During 1987, as a consequence of the draft plan for the 
central Witwatersrand and representations received on 
it, he had announced it was necessary to timeously 
identify land for urban development within the broader 
regional context of the PWV complex. 


He had also announced the appointment of a consortium 
of consultants to assist in this. He had received their 
report in March and the recommendations had been 
considered. He also said specific boundaries of the new 
areas were not yet determined. 


IN the house, Mr Heunis said the land earmarked by the 
state could be acquired and developed by any developer, 
provincia! or local authority in terms of the Develop- 
ment of Black Communities Act, once thorough investi- 
gations had been carried out. 


Urbanization had been accepted as an inevitable process 
in the development of South Africa in the government's 
white paper of 1986. 


In spite of earlier control measures like infiux control, 
migraticn to urban areas took place and the existing 
population in these areas had increase by a process of 
natural growth, without accompanying land needs being 
adjusted accordingly. Following acceptance of the policy 
guide-lines in the white paper, ad hoc attention had been 
given to the identification of suitable land to provide for 
the existing backlog in black towns and to meet expected 
growth trends. 


This had led to, for example the identification of land 
already near Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, Uitenhage, 
Cape Town aad Durban. 


“In the case of the PWV complex, where the greatest 
concentration of the respective population groups and 
economic activities in southern Africa occur, the identi- 
fication of land is complicated by mining activities, the 
existing development pattern and physical factors such 
as dolomite and heaving clay.” 


In the process, the consortium had given attention to all 
o‘her aspects of urbanisation, such as the socio-eco- 
nomic structure of an area, road and rail transport, job 
opportunities, pollution, conservation, physical suitabil- 
ity and developments costs. Its main recommendation 
was that the existing black townships of Soweto, Keth- 
lehon-Thokoza-Vosloorus, Kwathema-Tsakane-Duduza, 
and Daveyton be expanded. 
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The consortium also recommended two new black towns 
be developed in the vicinity of Bapsfontein and Enner- 
dale and that the north-western portion of the central 
Witwatersrand be earmarked specifically for the urbani- 
sation of higher income groups. 


Mr Heunis said the government had not accepted the 
Bapsfontein and Ennerdale recommendations, but 
decided the expansion of the existing black townships 
should enjoy priority. 


“Preference is also given in order to assist in the estab- 
lishment of viable local government and to make mean- 
ingful local government possible”. 


“The specific areas will be determined, taking into 
account detailed considerations such as the suitability of 
the land, mining activities, mineral deposits and the 
actual demand for expansion.” 


In principle, it had been decided Soweto should expand 
Westwards, Evaton-Sebokeng northwards south of 
Ennerdale, Kathlehong-Thokoza-Vosloorus South-east- 
wards and eastwards, and Kwathema-Tsakane-Duduza 
South-westwards so that these two complexes might 
eventuaily link up. 


Daveyton should be rounded off north-eastwards and 
extended further eastward, while Tembisa should be 
rounded off as far as was possible and meaningful to do 
so, south of the main road PWVS. 


“In view of the need for higher income housing for 
population groups in the north-western sector of the 
PWV, the government accepts that urbanisation will 
take place here and that a limited area of 600 HA should 
be provided in the short term for higher income black 
urbanisation on the Diepsloot site south of the Preto- 
ria/Krugersdorp highway. "Should legislation permitting 
free settlement areas be approved, such an area may be 
considered for this sector.“ 


Mr Heunis said he wanted to stress further areas which 
had been approved were a “broad indication as to where 
the government is prepared to consider and designate 
further land for black urbanization. 


“Thorough investigations into the suitability of specific 
sites will however have to be carried out before the exact 
designation of boundaries will be possible. This matter 
will be urgently attended to.” 


At the press conference, Mr Heunis said the earmarking of 
the various parcels of land should not necessarily be seen as 
a compromise on the original proposal of about 3,500 HA of 
land for black housing in Norweto (now 600 HA). 
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Submissions received after the release of the Witwaters- 
rand guide plan, containing the Norweto proposals, had 
made it clear that the area could not be looked at in 
isolation from the rest of the PWV area and this was why 
the consortium of consultants had been appointed. 


Giving a national picture of land earmarked for blacks 
by the government from 1986 to April this year, Mr 
Heunis said this amounted to a total of 40,958 ha. 


This consisted of: western Cape 4,540 ha; northern Cape, 
904 ha; Orange Free State [OFS] (excluding the southern 
parts) 4.476 ha; eastern Cape (including the southern 
parts of the OFS) 6,250 ha; Natal, 882 ha; Transvaal 
highveld and eastern Transvaal’ 4,175 ha; northern 
Transvaal, 65 ha; the PWV area, 16,487; and the western 
Transvaal, | ,403 ha. 


As elsewhere in the country, population density in the 
new PWV black areas would have to increase in the form 
of high-rise buildings, possibly on a sectional title basis. 


On the possibility of the extended black townships being 
declared grey areas, Mr Heunis said different procedures 
would apply to “new” areas, such as Norweto, and 
“existing” areas. 


For the purposes of proposed amendments to the Group 
Areas Act, the extended township areas would be treated 
as existing areas. Replying to a question on the future of 
black suburban squatters on white land on the west 
Rand, Mr Heunis said this area was included in that 
earmarked for extension to Soweto. 


SAP Quells Student Protest With Rubber Bullets 
MB0206151588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1511 GMT 2 Jun 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, June 2, SAPA — Police swooped 
on a crowd of Wits [Witwatersrand University] students 
protesting in Johannesburg against detention without 
trial and fired rubber bullets into the air in an effort to 
disperse them, Wits deputy vice-chancellor of student 
affairs, Mr Mervyn Shear, told SAPA today. 


Mr Shear said about 100 people had broken away from a 
800-strong crowd which had gathered at the Witwaters- 
rand University’s Great Hall to protest.detentions. 


The group of about 100 then continued the protest by 
marching across campus, holding banners aloft and 
singing as they headed for the top of the steps leading on 
to Jan Smuts Avenue. 


Mr Shear described the demonstration as a “perfectly 
peaceful protest.” 


“About 20 policemen appeared. One of them spoke over 
a loudhailer, telling the students to stop protesting, but 
his warning was drowned out by the students singing.” 
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Mr Shear said he tried to talk to a senior police officer 
about the protest, but he ignored him. 


Another group of about 20 policemen then approached the 
students and fired rubber bullets into the air. The crowd 
panicked and fled. No injuries or arrests were reported. 


Viok Disputes Child Detention Ailegations 
MB0206161788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1527 GMT 2 Jun 88 


[Text] Cape Town, June 2, SAPA — The minister of law 
and order, Mr Adriaan Vlok, today challenged Dr Max 
Coleman of the Detainees Parents Support Committee 
to make public the names of those youths under 16 years 
whom he claimed were being held in terms of the 
emergency regulations. 


H: was commenting on news reports quoting Dr Cole- 
man as having said that Mr Vlok’s Republic Day state- 
ment that no child younger than 16 was being held in 
terms of the emergency regulations and that less than 
100 aged 16 and |7 were being detained, was untrue. 


Mr Viok said he regarded Dr Coleman's allegation that 
about 250 children up to the age of 17 were being 
detained, some for over a year, in a serious light. 


“I take the strongest exception to Dr Coleman's public 
statement in which he tries to make out that | am 
misleading South Africans by giving false information,” 
he said. 


A 14-year-old youth referred to by Dr Coleman was 
detained for a few hours only. 


“He was arrested on March 30, but was released the 
following day after supplying police with valuable infor- 
mation. He was taken to his parents’ home at 1630 on 
March 31.” 


Mr Viok said he was prepared to allow a magistrate to 
accompany Dr Coleman to any police cell or prison to point 
out the particular detainees. He had already assigned a 
police office to make arrangements with Dr Coleman. 


“Should he not accept my challenge or fail to name the 
children or point them out, that will be proof positive 
that b's allegations are total fabrications and abominable 
lies,” he said. 


COSATU Employers Disagree on Protest Action 
MB0306072188 Umtata Capital in English 
0600 GMT 3 Jun 88 


[Text] Business and organized labor appear headed ‘or a 
major showdown. A_ top-level meeting between 
COSATU and the South African Employers Consulta- 
tive Committee on Labor Affairs, or SAECOLA, dead- 
locked last night over union plans to mount 3 days of 
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peaceful protest next week. The protest relates to 
impending changes to labor law and the recent clamp or: 


anti-aparthe;d oranizations. 


SAECOLA has expressed concern that the protest will 
take the form of stayaways, which could escalate vio- 
lence. It has asked COSATU 1 call off its plans and 
consider alternative methods of protesting against the 
Labor Relations Amendment Bill. 


COSATU meanwhile has stressed it has not prescribed 
what form the protest should take. It has responded by 
demanding undertakings from management that security 
forces will not be called in, and that no victimization or 
mass dismissals will take place due to the action. A 
COSATU spokesman says the protest will go ahead 
despite the talks. 


Buthelezi Denounces Critics, National Media 
MB0306094088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0845 GMT 3 Jun 88 


[SAPA PR Wire Service; issued by: chief minister's 
office, Ulundi} 


[Text] Durban, Friday — Inkatha President Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi today hit out at those who denigrated him for 
“working within the system” as chief minister of KwaZulu. 
He also called on the South African news media to stop 
looking for scapegoats and look for solutions instead. 


Certain people who criticised him acted as though they 
did not live, work and eat within the apartheid system 
themselves, he told guests at a business luncheon here. 
“The most liberal white person in South Africa wallows 
willy-nilly in white privileged life willy-nilly. That is 
what the system is about.” The vast labyrinth of laws 
establishing separate residential areas for various race 
groups applied to all South Africans. Every black who 
lived in Soweto and commuted to work in “white” 
industrial or business areas worked within the system. 


“While we remain politically gugged by the cliches 
popularised by the far right and the far left, we will not 
cry Out against the usurping of the right of the public to 
know and to act,” he said. “It is time now that the 
country’s media and its opinion makers started calling a 
spade a spade and started talking about the realities we 
face in such a way that we actually face the realities that 
are there before us. We are all placed willy-nilly in the 
wicked system foisted on us by the poters-that-be. It does 
not [words indistinct] look for scapegoats instead of 
looking for solutions together.” 


Police Detain Cape Town UDF Press Officer 
MB0306083 188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0746 GMT 3 Jun 88 


[Text] Cape Town June 3 SAPA — Four Cape Town children 
were left “orphaned” yesterday morning when their mother, 
United Democratic Front press officer Mr Hilda Ndude, was 
detained under the emergency regulations. 
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The children’s father, Mr Alpheus Nkwana Ndude, 45, 
was arrested in October last year. He is on trial with 10 
alleged African National Congress members, including 
Ms Jenny Schreiner, daughter of the vice-chancellor of 
the University of Natal. 


Mrs Ndude was detained at her Guguletu home at 6am, 
the family lawyer, Mr Bolelani Ngcuka, confirmed. She 
took her youngest child, three-year-old Noluthu, to 
prison with her. 


Friends of the family yesterday expressed concern for the 
child. “She is asthmatic and needs medication,” said Ms 
Buyiswa Jack, a Western Province Council of Churches 
worker who is looking after the children — Nolizwe, 12, 
twins Nosisi and Toto, 8, and Vuzumzi, 7. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 2 June 
MB0306064888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0633 GMT 3 Jun 882 


[text] Pretoria June 3 SAPA — Herewith the SAP Public 
Relations Division in Pretoria’s daily unrest report. 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 


“At Emdeni (Soweto) a group of blacks attacked three 
private vehicles near a local high school. They hurled 
petrol-bombs at the vehicles, slashed tie tyres and 
smashed some of the windows. The vehicles were exten- 
sively damaged. Police arrested 4 youths. 


“At Hammarsdale (Natal) a group of blacks attacked two 
black mei. They fired shots at their victims and stabbed 
them with knives. Both the men (aged 26 and 56 years) 
were fatally wounded. A black youth was arrested.” 


Press Comment on Issues, Problems 
MB03061 10088 


[Editorial Report] 


CAPE TIMES: Editor Notes Importance of Municipal 
Elections — Editor Ken Owen observes on page 6 of 
CAPE TIMES that for “a country that has a rigged 
parliamentary system, and has been stripped of other 
democratic mechanisms, it is perhaps understandable 
that the October municipal elections should loom as 
large as they do. The ouicome may clear away some of 
the dreadful confusion in national politics.” Owen 
believes that most NP candidates are “coyly pretending 
to be ‘independents’ so that their certain defeat by the 
CP will not seem quite so humiliating io the party in 
October.” “The worst future for South Africa is one in 
which the CP faces the ANC alone; the next worst is an 
endless dispuie between CP and Nats [NP] about the 
best way to dominate the black majority. Hopes for a 


FBIS-AFR-88-107 
3 June 1988 


better future rest on the ability of the NDM [National 
Democratic Movement] to gather together Afrikaner 
liberals, and the PFP to gather together English liberals. 
The wild card is Worrall.” 


Sanctions Increase Population Growth — Commenting 
on the seriousness of the uncontrolled population growth 
a page 6 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
on | June says: “It is generally recognized that the raising 
of living standards is fundamental to any programme of 
population control. Here the effect of sanctions comes 
into the picture — and the economic stagnation which 
goes with a continuing lack of business confidence. So 
much depends on whether South Africa can maintain an 
adequate rate o1 economic growth in the next few 
decades. In the right circumstances, urbanization, which 
usually means a higher standard of living for recently- 
rural populations, could become a potent force in limit- 
ing families. but without sustained economic growth the 
outlook is disquieting.” 


SOWETAN Notes Greater Worker Unity — “The meet- 
ing between the National Council of Trade Unions and 
the Congress of South African Trade Unions could be a 
forerunner of worker unity,” says a page 8 editorial in 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 3 June. 
“Watchers of the labour movement were relieved by the 
very fact that the two met, pointing to more coherence in 
their dealings with management in the future. This 
responsible action on their part can only indicate a 
growing maturity and seriousness in handling issues 
affecting the community.” 


VADERLAND Views Effects of U.S.-USSR Friendship — 
“If the USSR is viewed in a more favorable light then it 
means that South Africa will be looked at more intensely 
under the magnifying glass,” says a page 10 editorial in 
Johannesburg DIE VADERLAND in Afrikaans on | June. 
“In the United States South Africa is experiencing a rough 
time and opposers of sanctions are being equated with 
supporters of apartheid. There is no beating about the bush 
that the Americans want to make the West believe this. Tus 
means that South Africa will have to put forward its reform 
plans more vigorously to keep in step with acceptable 
Western norms — not those of radicals who want to destroy 
it, but of those who are its allies. When the coldness 
decreases between the superpowers then it can only get 
colder for South Africa.” 


BEELD ‘Varns of Population Growth ‘Catastrophe’ — 
“An unpleasant picture of the South African future is 
being drawn if the present population growth continues: 
47 million people by the year 2000, 140 million by the 
year 2050,” observes Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
on 2 June in a page 10 editorial. “These cold statistics 
warn that there is little time to avert a catastrophe. 
Unfortunately large families are part of deep-rooted 
traditions of especially the less developed black people.” 
“It is not only the task of the government but also that of 
every responsible black leader who surely is not unaware 
of the positive consequences of a smaller family.” 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


BURGER Notes Return of Emigrants — Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afrikaans on 31 May remarks in a page 6 
editorial that “more and mere reports are appearing of 
South Africans who have decided to return after seeking 
refuge, because of the internal uncertainty here, in sup- 
posed escapes like Australia, Britain and North Amer- 
ica.” “Since the unrest of the mid-80's, the government 
has not suddenly found a political magic formula which 
will guarantee lasting peace. Despite this many — 
though not all — expatriates chvose to return to the 
republic and apartheid. Simii*rly, large numbers of for- 
eign immigrants and investors believe South Africa is a 
country with great opportunities.” 


Criticism of U.S. Morality — “The manner in which 
President Ronald Reagan tried to teach Mikhail Gorba- 
chev a lesson about human rights ai the summit confer- 
ence in Moscow aroused misgivings in the West and 
from the Russians themselves,” states a page | 2 editorial 
in Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on | June. “It 
appears that in this particular instance President Rea- 
gan’s concern with human rights in the USSR is prima- 
rily aimed at promoting Vice-President George Bush's 
election campaign. It has more to do with expediency 
rather than political morality.” 


Greater Black Opposition to Senctions — “One of the 
less positive aspects of the sanctions campaign against 
South Africa is the strong opposition which an increasing 
number of blacks in South Africa are demonstrating 
toward the sanctioneers,” remarks a second editorial on 
the same page. “It is high time that Tutu and his friends 
reflect on their actions. If they truly want to prormote the 
interests of their pecple then they should note the 
thunderous ‘Yes!’ which was stated this weekend when 
Chief Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi asked a black 
audience of more than 20,000 in Durban whether he was 
interpreting them correctly by saying that they rejected 
disinvestment and sanctions.” 


BURGER: Cuban, SWAPO Troops Provoking RSA — A 
page 6 editorial in Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afri- 
kaans on 30 May says that “the information announced 
by the armed forces recently indicates that there is a 
potentially dangerous situation developing on the South- 
West Africa and Angola border because of the large scale 
build-up of the mixed units of Cuban soldiers and 
SWAPO terrorists. This deployment of such large num- 
bers of modern weapons and hostile forces clearly has 
nothing to do with internal Angolan needs.” “This 
situation clearly demands strong discipline from South 
Africa while the negotiations are taking place concerning 
the withdrawal of Cuban soldiers from Angola. South 
Africa does not want to wreck the talks by military action 
in Angola, but then Angola must ensure that there is no 
possible provocation from its side.” 


RSA Sees Return of Emigrants — Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afrikaans on 31 May remarks in a page 6 
editorial thet “more end more reports are appearing of 
South Africans who have decided to return after seeking 
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vefuge, because of the internzl uncertainty here, in sup- 
posed escapes like Ausiralia, Britain and North Amer- 
ica.” “Since the unrest of the mid-80's, the government 
has not suddenly found a political magic formula which 
will guarantee lasting peace. Despite this many — 
though not all — expatriates choose to return to ihe 
republic and apartheid. Similarly, large numbers of for- 
eign immigrants and investors believe South Africa is a 
country with great opportunities.” 


Criticism of U.S. Morality — “The manner in which 
President Ronald Reagan tried to teach Mikhail Gorba- 
chev a lesson about human rights at the summit confer- 
ence in Moscow aroused misgivings in the West and 
from the Russians themselves,” states a page | 2 editorial 
in Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on | June. “It 
appears that in this particular instance President Rea- 
gan’s concern with human rights in the USSR is prima- 
rily aimed at promoting Vice-President George Bush's 
election campaign. It has more to do with expediency 
rather thar political morality.” 


Greater Black Opposition to Sanctions — “One of the 
less positive aspects of the sanctions campaign against 
South Africa is the strong opposition which an increasing 
number of blacks in South Africa are demonstrating 
toward the sanctioneers,”” remarks a second editorial on 
«ne same page. “It is high time that Tutu and his friends 
reflect on their actions. If they truly want to promote the 
interests of their people then they should note the 
thunderous ‘Yes!’ which was stated this weekend « nen 
Chief Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi asked a black 
audience of more than 20,000 in Durban whether he was 
interpreting them correctly by saying that they rejected 
disinvestment and sanctions.” 


Swaziland 


Government Renews Prisoners’ Detention Orders 
MB0206105788 Mbahane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND 2 Jun 88 pp 1,16 


[By Mashumi Twala] 

[Text] Sixty Day Detention Orders against eight of the 
nine people detained under emergency law on the Easter 
weekend. have been renewed. 

The eight, are currently at the Matsapha Central Prison. 
The group, comprising mainly of princes, were served 
with the documents of renewal on Tuesday May 31. 
when the first 60 day term expired. 


This means that they will now stay a further two months 
in detention. 
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The orders, signed by the Prime Minister, Mr Sotsha 
Diamini, do not, however, affect Prince Maguga who 
was among the group when they were first placed in 
detention on April 2 this year. The prince was released a 
month ago to attend the funeral of his sister and did not 
return to prison. 


A spokesman for the Prime Minister, Mr Pau! Shabangu 
had earlier disclosed that the prince's release had been 
unconditional. He had noi elaborated. 


Prison authorities confirmed yesterday: “There is no 
renewal order for Prince Maguga among those that have 
been served.” 


Those affected by the renewal order are: Prince Cetsh- 
wayo, Prince Phunduluka, Prince Simon, Prince Sam- 
son, Prince Jabulane, Mr Eric Diamini, Mr Walter Wara 
Wara Diamini and Prince Samuel. 


They were detained in the maximum security section of 
the prison, known as Blue Sky, over the Easter holiday. 


Police authorities indicated that reasons for their detention 
would be forthcoming but these have stil] not been disclosed. 


Then, on April 16, Prince Maguga was freed due to 
domestic problems following the death of his sister, 
Princess Ntiyeti who was married to the late chief 
Mswelanto Tsabedze of Malindza. 


On the 18th of last month the remaining detainees called 
down the Minister of Justice Mr Reginald Dhladhla and 
the Commissioner of Prisons, Mr Edgar Hillary. 


They complained to him that since they were detained, 
they had not been told of the reasons and no official 
government representative had come to interview them. 


The detainees asked the minister to make representation 
on their behalf to the authorities responsible for their 
detention, requesting that charges be brought against 
them (the detainees) failing which orders for their release 
must be made. 


Mr Dhiadhia, on his return from prison, told THE 
TIMES that he had undertaken to take the matter up 
with the relevant authorities and return to the detainees 


with a response. 


Last week, however, he informed us that he had been 
unable to get to the Prime Minister, who signs detention 
orders, because the premier was away in the OAU 
summit in Ethiopia. 


Efforts to establish whether or not Mr Dhiadhia had since 
met the prime minister were unsuccessful yesterday. 
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Ghana 


Radio Reports Ouwreak of Guinea Worm Disease 
AB3005214488 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 30 May 8&8 


[Text] An outbreak of the guinea worm disease has been 
reported at Biaboni Number | Entum, near Atebubu ir 
Brong Ahafo. Out of 559 inhabitants, 488 of them are 
said to be suffering from the disease. According to the 
chief farmer of the two villages, Opanyin Kodjo Owusu, 
the situation has seriously affected farming activities. He 
therefore appealed to the Atebubu Health Center to 
come to their aid. 


Guinea-Bissau 


Government Drops Plan To Bury Toxic Waste 
AB3105162488 Paris AFP in English 1421 GMT 
31 May 88 


burial of toxic wastes highly dangerous. 


The initial agreement — potentially the biggest toxic 
waste-disposal contract ever signed in Africa — had been 
signed on February 9 with two British companies, Hob- 
day Ltd, registered in the Isle of Mar, and Bis-import- 
Export, based in London, according to documents avail- 
able here. An import permit had been delivered to 
Bis-Import-Export on February i1, authorizing deliver- 
ies of the wastes, mostly from European and American 
tanning and industries, as of March. 


Guinea-Bissau was to have buried three million tons a 
year for five years at a site in the northwest of the 
country, nine kilometers (five miles) from the Senegalese 
border. Critics said the soil there was particularly acid 
and would have rapidly eaten away the drums in which 
the wastes would have been stored. 


WEST AFRICA 24 


C .inea-Bissau, a former Portuguese colony the size of 
Switzerland with a population of less than a million, is 
one of the world’s poorest countries. Other African 
countries, including Benin and Guinea, were also 
reported to have concluded toxic waste disposai deals. 


ivory Coast 


Foreign Minister on Dialogue, Libya Relations 
AB3105114388 Abidjan FRATERN:TE MATIN in 
French 31 May 88 pp 28, 29 


{Interview with Ivorian Foreigy Minister Simeon Ake 
granted to FKATERNITE MATIN special correspon- 
dent, Michel Kouame, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, after 
the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the OAU — 
date not given} 


[Exce ts] [Question] Mr Minister on the occasion of the 
25th anniversary of the OAU and of ti? 24th summit of 
heads of state and government of the OAU in Addis 
Ababa, you delivered a very impertant speech. What 
were the major poinis im ihat speech? 


[Answer] I delivered a message from President Hou- 
phouet-Boigny to Africa. It was a message of peace to his 
counterparts, to the heads of state and government who 
met in Addis Ababa on the occasion of the 25th anni- 
versary celebrations of the OAU, and of the 24th regular 
summit of the organization. | humbly admit that | 
attempted in a very humble and imperfect manner, to 
convey this message which contained his major ideas. 
Above all, on the occasion of this 25th anniversary, | 
made it a point to establish certain historical facts 
because some heads of state, in reviewing the history of 
the establishment of the OAU, reduced the importance 
of or glossed over the action of President Houphouet- 
Boigny, his contribution, and that of his friends to the 
creation of the OAU. [passage omitted] 


I therefore recalic.’ that it was President Houphouet- 
Boigny, who, thro«zh his faith in a happy future for 
Africa, his cherished ideal of unity, and his love for 
peace, decided that there was a need for independent 
African states to unite, meet, and together help other 
countries still under foreign domination to free them- 
selves from colonialism to enable them to strive for the 
harmonious development of Africa. It was this ideal 
which led him to establish the Entente Council long 


before independence. [passage omitted] 


It was Pressdent Houphouet- yy who called on Pres- 
ident Tubman to invite heads of sta‘e of the Brazzaville 
and Casablanca groups to meet in the Uiberian capital to 
lay the foundation for the creation of the OAU. It was at 
this meeting that the Brazzaville group joined Liberia, 
the host country, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Somalia, and Togo, 
to form the Monrovia group. [passage omitted] 
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[Question] Mr Minister, at the OAU Council of Ministers’ 
meeting and the summit that has just ended, one noted that 
Africa has found the virtues of dialogue and consultation ... 


[Answer] It is an undeniable fact that all Ivorians are 
fully satisfied to note that dialogue has been accepted at 
the OAU which has recommended the use of dialogue for 
the solution of problems among African countries. The 
use of dialogue advocated by President Houphouet- 
Boigny is not merely limited to the problem of apartheid 
in RSA but also to all other problems: internal problems; 
and problems with neighbors and the rest of the world. 
[passage omitted] 


We are forced to admit that today dialogue is indeed serving 
in the search for a solution to the southern African prob- 
lems. Angola, Mozambique, and RSA are using dialogue in 
their present negotiations. [passage omitted] 


[Question] Mr Minister, at this summit the heads of state 
and government received a message from Colonel Al- 
Qadhdhafi recognizing the Government of Chad. He 
also expressed his intention to contribute to the recon- 
struction of Chad. What is your reaction to this attitude 
adopted by the Libyan head of state? 


[Answer] It seems to me that one should be cautious and 
hope that this is not a piece of sensational news, a scoop 
meant for journalists. If President [as published] al- 
Qadhdhafi has decided to normalize relations with Chad 
and recognize the legal government of that country led 
by President Hissein Habre, if he wants to participate in 
the reconstruction of that country, and if he is deter- 
mined to end his interference in the internal affairs of 
Chad, then his statement will open new perspectives for 
lasting peace in Chad. I believe therefore that one must 
not reject his statement outright yet it must nevertheless 
be accepted with reserve. We rather need to encourage 
him to put his words into concrete action to enable 
Africa to turn over the page on the conflict. 


I believe the current OAU chairman and the chairman of 
the OAU ad hoc committee should meet him to ascertain 
the truth behind these peace motives by President Al- 
Qadhdhafi and to help the two parties to settle this 
conflict peacefully to enable the Chadian people, who 
have achieved reconciliation, t harness themselves, 
under the leadership of President Habre, to the huge task 
of reconstruction and development. 


[Question] President Al-Qadhdhafi also mentioned the 
normalization of relations between Libya and other 
States including ours ... 


[Answer] President Houphouet-Boigny asserted — and 
the congress supported him — that Ivory Coast does not 
have an enemy in the world. It only wants to be a friend 
to all. Libya is a brotherly African country and we accept 
it as such. There are no formal diplomatic ties between 
Ivory Coast and Libya, therefore, I believe that one 
should consider his statement as one implying the desire 
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to seek to normalize relations with our country. If Libya 
were to take such a step, it would be up to the head of 
State, party chairman, and leadership, to iake a state- 
ment and to follow up the move accordingly. 


[Question] Mr Minister, many voices rose up against 
states which accept the dumping of nuclear or industrial 
waste on their territories. It is an undeniable fact that 
certain countries have reached agreement in this field 
with foreign countries and that the European Parliament 
has condemned Western countries which have been 
indulging in such practices. What is your feeling about 
this new calamity that has hit Africa? 


[Answer] I simply believe that Africa should not at any 
cost serve as the dumping ground for such waste. There 
is enough space in the Western countries, therefore, it 1s 
unacceptable for them to use our continent as their 
garbage dump ... 


Liberia 


Dismissed Labor Minister Appointed Ambassador 
AB0106215888 Paris AFP in French 1748 GMT 
I Jun 88 


[Text] Monrovia, | June (AFP) — Robert Tubman, who 
was dismissed from his post as minister of labor “for 
administrative reasons,’ has had his nomination as 
Liberian ambassador to Brussels confirmed by the Sen- 
ate, it was learned today. Mr Tubman was dismissed 
following revelations of the embezzlement of $2 million 
in which he was said to have been involved when he was 
serving as minister of finance. He is replacing Rudolph 
Johnson in Belgium and at European Econotic Commu- 
nity headquarters. Mr Johnson was appointed minister 
of foreign affairs last year. Before join ng the govRn- 
ment, Tubman tas executive director of the Economic 
Community of West African States Fund at the organi- 
zation’s headquarters in Lome. 


Doe Ready To Restore Diplomatic Ties With Libya 
AB0106182788 Paris AFP in French 1806 GM] 
1 Jun 88 


[Text] Monrovia, | June (AFP) — Liberian President 
Samuel K. Doe favors a resumption of diplomatic rela- 
tions between his country and Libya, it was learned from 
official sources today in Monrovia. The Liberian Gov- 
ernment is “prepared to restore diplomatic relations 
with Libya and with all friendly countries of the world,” 
President Doe declared in response to the proposal made 
by Colonel Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi on 25 May in 
Tripoli on normalizing relations between his country 
and eight African countries, including Liberia. Colonel 
al-Qadhdhafi “is welcome if he wants to come” to 
Liberia “in order to discuss the modalities for a resump- 
tion of bilateral relations,” President Doe indicated. 
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Mr Doe closed down the Libyan People’s Bureau 
(embassy) in Monrovia in 1981, stating that the bureau 
was opened without the knowledge of the government of 
that time. The head of state had accused the then foreign 
affairs minister Gabriel Baccus Matthews, of allowing 
the opening of the people’s bureau without seeking an 
official clearance from the Liberian authorities. 


Niger 


Ministry Denies Chemical Waste Dumping Accord 
AB0106123788 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 1 Jun 88 


[Text] A communique from the Ministry of Information 
of the Republic of Niger strongly protests against the 
allegations ofp AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE reports from 
Rotterdam indicating that Niger was allegedly involved 
in discussions with a Netherlands company for the 
dumping of chemical wastes. The Ministry of Informa- 
tion categorically denied such allegations and affirmed 
that Niger and its people, so attached to their indepen- 
dence and dignity, and for that matter the Niger of 
Colonel Ali Saibou, whose acute sense of patriotism and 
high sense of honor and greatness of his country are well 
known, have not and will never consider this possibility. 
Furthermore, Niger, whose role and place are well 
known in the OAU, has entirely subscribed to the 
pertinent resolutions adopted recently by the OAU. In 
this regard, no foreign pressure can force it to deviate 
from the road of honor and dignity. 


Nigeria 


Babangida Ends Visit to Libya; Statement Issued 
AB0206072088 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 2 Jun 88 


[Text] Nigeria and Libya have agreed to quicken action on 
the establishment of a joint bank and a holding company. 
Officials of both countries have also been directed to bring 
to fruition as soon as possible the agreement on economic, 
scientific, and technical cooperation between the two coun- 
tries. In a communique issued at the end of President 
Babangida’s visit to Libya, leaders of the two countries 
stressed the need to foster the cordial relations between 
them. To achieve this goal, they directed their ministers and 
experts to step up the cultural, educational, and sporting 
exchanges between both countries as provided for in agree- 
ments signed in 1983. 


On the Chadian issue, President Babangida hailed Colo- 
nel al-Qadhdhafi’s recognition of the government in 
Chad and his offer to assist in national reconciliation 
and the reconstruction of northern Chad, destroyed 
during Libyan attacks. The Nigerian leader noted that 
Col al-Qadhdhafi’s gesture would augur well for peace 
and good neighborly relations in Western, Northern, and 
Central African subregions. 
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Turning to the situation in South Africa and the Middle 
East, the two countries emphasized that only the disman- 
tling of apartheid and the withdrawal of Israel from 
occupied Arab territories would bring peace to the two 
regions. Both President Babangida and Col |-Qadhdhafi 
condemned in particular attempts by the racists to 
penetrate African states located outside the theaters of 
the liberation struggle, with the view to using those 
countries as their launching pad to sabotage or destabi- 
lize neighboring states. 


As regards the economic difficulties facing Africa, the 
two countries called on other member states to harmo- 
nize their socioeconomic activities along the lines of the 
Lagos plan of action. President Babangida and Col 
al-Qadhdhafi condemned in very strong terms plans by 
some nations to dump nuclear and toxic industrial waste 
in AFrica. Describing the act as immoral and criminal, 
both leaders called on the international community to 
fight against it. President Babangida returned to Lagos 
last night. 


RSA Presence Shows ‘Lapses’ in Intelligence 
AB2605094588 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 26 May 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The DAILY TIMES welcomes the departure of 
the so-called racist agriculturists in Equatorial Guinea 
and believes it will ease the tension between Lagos and 
Malabo. Now that the racists are gone, the paper will 
want the authorities to examine the circumstances that 
brought them, because, according to it, the mere fact that 
they got to Equatorial Guinea and established a foothold 
before Nigeria knew shows there are some lapses in the 
country’s intelligence network. The TIMES calls for a 
well developed and enterprising monitoring intelligence 
unit to detect potential security risks so that they can be 
nipped in the bud. 


RSA Withdrawal From Equatorial Guinea Applauded 
AB2605 111388 Lagos International Service in English 
0950 GMT 26 May 88 


[From the “Spotlight” program] 


[Text] South Africa’s withdrawal from Equatorial 
Guinea will no doubt gladden the hearts of many Nige- 
rians and all those who hate the apartheid monster. 
When the racists just arrived in Malabo some time ago, 
the Nigerian Government made it clear to the Guinean 
authorities that this would not be acceptable to us as 
their presence was inimical to our security. It was 
however claimed that they were there primarily for 
agricultural purposes and not for the construction of an 
airfield and satellite facilities. 


Nigerian officials, led by the Minister of External Affairs 
Major General Ike Nwachwuku, visited Malabo to verify 
things and returned with the conclusion that the racists 
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were actually present there. Most Nigerians condemned 
this in one voice, and a section of the press even called 
for an outside attack against the country to drive home 
the point that nothing will be acceptable to us except the 
complete withdrawal of the South Aflicans. 


And only this week, Guinean authorities sent in a 
four-man delegation headed by its minister of state at the 
Foreign Affairs Ministry, Dr Marcelino Nguema, which 
held talks with our authorities. It is most heartening to 
know that the series of friendly talks have led to the 
amicable settlement of a misunderstanding between two 
brotherly countries. Nigeria has never misused any ter- 
ritorial ambitions and there is no act of truth in the claim 
that she was intending to invade Equatorial Guinea. 
Nigeria has no problems with Malabo, but with the 
racists in South Africa, and as a further demonstration of 
this, Mamman Anka, minister of state at the External 
Affairs Ministry, has said Nigeria will be prepared to 
take over the manning of the farms left behind by the 
South Africans if the Equatorial Guinean Government 
invited her to do so. 


Finally, the racists in South Africa should stop deceiving 
themselves that they can gain any foothold anywhere near 
Nigeria. We shall resist vehemently any clandestine or open 
plans to gain any suport in black Africa. Botha and his men 
should allow majority rule in South Africa and stop trying to 
export the practice of racism and oppression. 


French Ambassador Denies Toxic Waste Dumping 
AB2605 185388 Paris AFP in English 
1719 GMT 26 May 88 


[Text] Lagos, May 26 (AFP) — French Ambassador to 
Nigeria Jacques Thibau on Thursday [26 May] dis- 
missed reports that France or French companies 
intended to dispose of nuclear or industrial waste in 
some African countries. He said that recent press reports 
here alleging that France was depositing waste on the 
African Continent were “baseless”. 


“France is not depositing either nuclear or industrial 
wastes anywhere in Africa’’, he said. France has specific 
procedures for disposing of its industrial wastes in the 
country “without exporting it abroad”, he added. 


A European environmental group said Tuesday that the 
West African state of Benin, bordering Nigeria, was 
planning to import up to five million tons of toxic wastes 
per year for the next ten years, receiving payment of 
three dollars a ton. An earlier press report in London 
said that some of the waste was of French origin. 


Babangida Appoints New Minister of State 27 May 
AB2705190788 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 27 May 88 


[Text] A new minister of state has been appointed by the 
Federal Government. He is Alhaji Abubakar Alhaji. Before 
his appointment, he was the director general of the Federal 
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Ministry of Finance and Economic Development. Alhaji 
Abubakar was sworn in by President Ibrahim Babangida 
today along with the new directors general. 


In an interview after the ceremony, the secretary to the 
Federal Government, Chief Olu Falae, told Dodan Barracks 
correspondents that the new minister, who will also serve as 
a personal assistant, will work in the office of the president. 


‘Yandaba Society’ Goes on ‘Rampage’, Injures 8 
AB2705 140288 Paris AFP in English 1314 GMT 
27 May 88 


[Text] Lagos, May 27 (AFP) — Eight people have been 
hospitalised in Kano, northern Nigeria, with injuries 
sustained during a violent rampage earlier this week by 
members of an outlawed society, the NEWS AGENCY 
OF NIGERIA (NAN) reported late Thursday [26 May]. 


Police said they had arrested suspected members of the 
Yandaba society, including its leader, over the incident, 
the second in two weeks, NAN reported. 


Forty-two members of the group were arrested two weeks 
ago following complaints that they were molesting mem- 
bers of the public, police said. 


Babangida Changes Permanent Secretaries’ Status 
AB2705170688 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 27 May 88 


[Text] Forty-three former federal permanent secretaries 
have been sworn in as directors general by President 
Ibrahim Babangida. In a ceremony at Dodan Barracks 
today, the president made it clear that under the new 
dispensation, both the ministers and the directors general 
were now political appointees with the ministers as senior 
partners. The president emphasized that with the removal 
of the old dichotomy with the former permanent secretar- 
ies as civil service appointees, and the ministers as polit- 
ical (?officers), the suspicion which characterized their 
relationship in the past should now disappear. General 
Babangida charged the new directors general to apply 
more energies and skills to their performance pointing out 
that [passage indistinct]. Another feature of the arrange- 
ment is that the directors general will now retire with the 
government that appointed them unless they are reap- 
pointed by an incoming administration. 


Gongola State In ‘Full Control’ After Clashes 
AB3105175488 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 31 May 88 


[Text] The Gongola State government says it is now in 
full control of the situation at Tigno and Waduku village 
areas in Numan Local Government Area of the state 
which claimed several lives. The director general, Min- 
istry of Internal Affairs and Special Duties, Mrs Fatima 
Saad Abubakar, said in Yola that life has returned to 
normal and appealed to those who fled to neighboring 
villages in Bauchi State to return to their homes to 
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receive government assistance and subsequent resettle- 
ments. The government described as false and baseless 
rumors that the dispute has any religious motives, saying 
the clash was over the usage of a fish pond. 


Meanwhile, over 5,000 people are reported to have 
migrated to (Tcham), in Tangale-Waja Local Govern- 
ment Area of Bauchi State, following the land dispute. 
The immigrants are presently taking refuge at the central 
primary school, private and government buildings. Gov- 
ernor Chris Garba told the communities that he was in 
the area to assess their immediate problems and how 
best the government could assist them. He gave the 
assurance that adequate security would be provided to 
them. Twenty-six persons lost their lives at Tigno and 
Waduku villages in Numan Local Government Area 
following the clash. Several others [words indistinct] 
while over 300 houses were burned in the two vilages. 
The police has so far arrested 59 persons in connection 
with the incident. Armed forces and police are now 
guarding the affected areas to ensure calm. 


Confiscated Cocaine, Heroin Burned in Lagos 
AB3105 165588 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 31 May 88 


[Text] Narcotics recovered from hard drug traffickers 
already convicted were today destroyed by burning. The 
drugs, totaling 11.09 [as heard] kilograms, were recov- 
ered from 17 convicts. Crime correspondent Kelly 
Elisha, who witnessed the destruction, now reports. 


[Begin recording] The market value of the drugs is put at 
about 55 million naira, and 10 kg of cocaine, estimated 
at 15 million naira, was recovered from one person 
alone. He is Prince Oluwa Rotimi Oduniyi, who was 
convicted in November last year. Out of the 11.90 kg, 
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only 80 grams are heroin seized from three convicts 
while the balance of 11.10 kg are cocaine recovered from 
14 convicts. The least quantity of 0.16 grams of cocaine 
was seized from Rasaki Taio, who was convicted in 
March this year. The chairman of the Miscellaneous 
Offenses Tribunal, Mr Justice Muri Okuonla, and other 
members of the tribunal witnessed the destruction which 
was done by officials of the Forensic Laboratory Oshodi. 
Mr Justice Okuonla remarked jokingly that 55 million 
naira went up in flames. 


A useful information came up at the occasion. | gath- 
ered at the burning sessions that a large percentage of 
these drugs is brought into the country through Ghana. 
And this is largely because the Ghanaian authorities do 
not take punitive measures against traffickers. The 
traffickers, I understood, route their flight from Bom- 
bay, India, through Ghana and come in to Nigeria by 
road. [end recording] 
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[Excerpt] The budget for the Armed Forces Ministry was 
examined and adopted this morning by our legislators at 
the National Assembly. Reporter Lamine Toure has the 
details from Soweto Square: 


[Begin recording] The budget of the Armed Forces 
Ministry was the first to be examined and adopted at the 
National Assembly this morning under the chairmanship 
of Daouda Sow, the speaker of the national institution. 
The budget, which amounts to 30 billion CFA francs, has 
increased by 1.9 million CFA francs. [passage omitted] 
[end recording] 


